
The Christmas in the Park program 

is a gift from local organizations, 

businesses, area churches, the  

Yelm Parks Advisory Committee,  

the Yelm Chamber of Commerce,  

the city of Yelm and local volunteers.  

It is a gift from the community to its  

children and area citizens.

SATURDAY, DEC. 7, 2013

25th ANNIVERSARY
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that burns throughout the day and 

deep into the night on Saturday, 

Dec. 7.

If the holidays are a time of 

thanksgiving, the gathering to-

gether with loved ones and a sea-

son of giving, this community cel-

The entire Yelm community 

is invited to embrace the 25th an-

niversary of the day-long event, 

which starts with a parade and 

the Yelm Orchestra. In between 

are a slew of concerts by students 

from 13 area choirs and bands. 

“The choirs go all day right to 

the end, one after another,” said 

Cecelia Jenkins, who has volun-

teered for Christmas in the Park 

since its inception. “All those dar-

ling kids singing holiday songs; 

The community blessing and 

the lighting of the Christmas tree 

and water tower commence at 

5:30 p.m.

Central to the celebrations is 

a commitment to offer everything 

for free, from photos with Santa 

and a candy cane to hot dogs and 

beverages, making ornaments, 

wrapping presents and a chil-

A gingerbread house contest also 

brightens the park.

One rule for the event is that 

every group that has a booth must 

give something away for free. Ta-

cos Gaby, for example, will serve 

free tacos. Puget Sound Energy 

will give away LED candles and 

emergency preparation informa-

tion. Timberland Library gifts 

children with a free book, helps 

the kids wrap them up, and then 

encourages the books go to a good 

friend as a Christmas present. 

The local FFA students will pop  

Nisqually Valley News file photographs

A supplement to the Nisqually Valley News.
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It’s About the Kids
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After 25 years of volunteering 

on the effort to bring Christmas in 

the Park to the Yelm community, 

Jerry and Cecelia Jenkins are be-

ing honored as parade grand mar-

shals.

Cecelia, who is also the ex-

ecutive director of the Yelm Area 

been asked in the past to be grand 

marshal, but always turned it 

down.

get that chance when the Yelm 

Park Advisory Committee, which 

selects the grand marshal, met in 

“secret.”

Cecelia, who is on the com-

mittee and has been a past chair, 

said she would rather watch the 

parade than lead it. But the smile 

humble satisfaction with the rec-

ognition.

me into the selection committee. 

Jerry and Cecelia have deep 

family goes back six generations 

to Rainier after his father served 

in World War II. She was born, 

raised and graduated high school 

in Yelm; Jerry in Rainier. Both of 

their fathers worked for Weyer-

haeuser. 

They met because “Yelm and 

Rainier kids ran together back 

then,” Cecelia said, adding her 

brother and future husband, like 

most in the area, enjoyed hunting 

For decades they lived on Bald 

Hills near Clear Lake, and then 

homestead farm on 10 acres.

The Jenkinses also both 

worked for decades with Yelm 

Community Schools. Jerry was 

director of transportation. Cecelia 

school superintendents, and also 

was in charge of public relations, 

and adult and community educa-

tion.

The Jenkinses have a son and 

daughter, two grandchildren, one 

great-granddaughter and another 

great-granddaughter on the way. 

For the Jenkins, family is central. 

It also drives their desire to volun-

teer.

“We were both blessed — 

raised by very close-knit fami-

lies,” Cecelia said. “I volunteer 

were always blessed with a sup-

port system.”

They have spent two lifetimes 

helping improve their community, 

mostly focused on kids in need, 

along with supporting activities 

their two children were involved 

in: sports and 4-H. Cecelia helped 

found Project Community Santa, 

where low-income children get a 

warm winter coat and wrapped 

Christmas gifts. Another ef-

fort the Jenkinses supported was 

backpacks with school supplies 

each August.

“We focus on the children,” 

Cecelia said. “They need us; they 

need the community.”

Christmas in the Park is a day 

with Santa, free food and drinks, 

and all the other activities that day. 

Jerry said the volunteer work 

through the years was well worth 

the time and effort.

“You get back a thousand-fold 

what you give,” he said. “It enrich-

es your life.”

It is most appropriate that they 

will be third in line during the 

parade, right after the color guard 

band.

Jenkinses Honored as Parade Grand Marshals

Whether you are a longtime 

Yelm resident or you have just 

moved to the area, the city of 

Yelm and the Yelm Area Cham-

ber of Commerce would like to 

invite and welcome you to our 

Christmas in the Park celebra-

tion.

This longstanding annual 

event is not just a day that we 

come together as a community 

to celebrate the holiday season 

— it is a traditional centerpiece 

for the city of Yelm and those 

who have called 

this place home 

for many, many 

years.

Chances 

are, if you 

grew up in this 

community, or 

here for a few 

years, you have 

no doubt been to this event. As 

our community has grown, so 

has the event, but its traditional 

roots have been preserved and 

continue to be celebrated. I am 

grateful to have countless memo-

ries of Christmas in the Park and 

to have been able to share the 

experience with my own family 

year after year.

Christmas in the park is an 

opportunity for us to give a spe-

cial day to community members, 

families and children that can be 

looked forward to each year and 

remembered always. Hopefully, 

it is a day that is full of fun, ex-

citement, and the spirit of com-

munity — allowing residents to 

celebrate the holiday season in 

their own, unique ways while 

sharing the joy that comes with 

this time of year with everyone 

they encounter.

Saturday, Dec. 7 will mark 

our 25th annual Christmas in 

the Park celebration. Like in 

past years, this year the event 

will feature many activities 

for families in our community. 

Christmas in the Park is an event 

organized by the Yelm Cham-

ber of Commerce and the city 

of Yelm, but is also sponsored 

by many individuals, service 

organizations and businesses 

within the Yelm community. It is 

because of the continued support 

of so many within our commu-

nity that we are able to celebrate 

this event year after year.

The day will begin as it 

traditionally has, with a parade 

down Yelm Avenue and end-

ing at Yelm City Park. Free hot 

dogs and hot chocolate will be 

available while supplies last to 

warm you up after watching the 

parade and chasing candy; free 

gifts and pictures with Santa 

Claus will be available for the 

children who want to have a 

wishes and wants; and there will 

be fun activities for the whole 

family throughout the park all 

musical performances, holiday 

and the annual lighting of our 

city Christmas tree. 

This one-day event is a testa-

ment to the sense of togetherness 

and pride that our community 

represents, and its long-standing 

history is a tradition cherished 

by many, and will be for many 

more years to come. Join us in 

City Park.

Mayor Welcomes All to the Yelm 
Christmas in the Park Celebration
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TOOLS WEST

360-458-5003
1010 Yelm Ave. E., Yelm, WA (next to Sunbird)

“A Big Kid’s Candy Store”
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ITEM NOT AS 
PICTURED

1 TOOL 
JUST 99¢ 
w/$10 purchase.

(coupon required)

10%
Military

Discount!
w/ ID

FREE 7 LED  

HEADLIGHT  
WITH $20  
PURCHASE 

20% OFF 

TARPS

25% OFF

Fri. & Sat.
Nov. 29 & 30 

ONLY!

 ONE GIFT FROM OUR  

GIFT DEPARTMENT

Where Your
Good Health

Matters!www.timspharmacy.com

Tim’s Pharmacy & Gift Shop
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Your Hometown Pharmacy – Locally Owned & Operated!

Accepts most insurances & 
all Medicare Part D plans

Some Exclusions May Apply. See Store for Details. Must have Coupon.  
Valid 11/29-11/30/2013. Limit one per customer.

40400 Harts Lake Valley Rd.
 360-458-7774

Here are a couple baking tips to help make your  

holiday baking a little easier…

 

 

Wilcox Eggs are Key to  

Holiday Baking Success!

www.yelmprairielanes.com
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Food, 

Cocktails, 

Karaoke  

& More!

GREAT FAMILY FUN! 

Check Out Our 

Fall Leagues!

Yelm Mayor
Ron Harding

Photo by Michael Wagar

Jerry and Cecelia Jenkins pose in Yelm City Park. The couple, well-known for their decades of volunteer work, are the 2013 Christmas 
in the Park parade grand marshals.

Let Us  

Do Dessert!
Order Your Thanksgiving  
Desserts Now!

(Order by 11/26/13)  

      Closed Thanksgiving Day.

 
360-458-5050 Military & EMT Discounts 1

3
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1
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Santa and a total of 42 en-

trants will bring Yuletide cheer 

to the 2013 Christmas in the 

Park Parade Saturday, Dec. 7.

The parade is led by the Cub 

Scout Pack 267 color guard 

starting at 9:30 a.m., closely fol-

lowed by the 50-person Yelm 

High School marching band.

Grand marshals Jerry and 

Cecelia Jenkins are the third en-

trant. Other highlights include 

the Yelm Community Schools 

Stuff the Bus Toy Drive, the 

PAWS Unicycle Team and sev-

eral equestrian groups.

-

rade is “Community Elves on 

Parade,” and there certainly 

-

ers, from the 40-person Singing 

Prairie Elves, Tinytwinkle the 

Elf, dogs dressed as elves and 

Yelm Farm and Pet.

Lots of classic cars will also 

roll through Yelm with entrants, 

including the Dog Pound Of-

froad 4x4 Club with 15 vehicles, 

Redneck Rail Riders with 10 

vehicles, and Prairie Street Rod 

and Friends with 12 vehicles.

Several sets of horse groups 

will clip-clap down Yelm Av-

enue: Reservation Riders 4-H 

Horse Club, Nisqually Chap-

ter of Back Country Horsemen 

(including a wagon), Thurston 

County 4-H Club and the Cas-

cade Carousel Equestrian Drill 

Team.

The parade ends with Santa 

on a Southeast Thurston Fire 

For those participating in the 

parade, lineup is at 8:30 a.m. 

and trophies are awarded at 9 

a.m. Parade staging is in the 

Yelm Cinemas parking lot and 

along West Road.

Parade participants are also 

asked to have walkers pass out 

candy and treats during the 

parade; throwing candy from 

moving vehicles onto the street 

pavement is discouraged.

The parade proves popular 

year after year, no matter if it 

is sunny, raining or snowing, at-

tracting about 5,000 spectators. 

The parade is sponsored by the 

Committee and the Yelm Area 

Chamber of Commerce.
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    360-400-4141

OPEN: M-F 8:30-6:30

The Real Farm Store - 12,000 Items in Stock!

We appreciate  

your business!

Drop off canned/dry 

goods and spread the  

holiday giving spirit!

Saturday, 

Dec.14

Voted Best of

Nisqually 4 Years  

In a Row!
Most Insurance &  Medicare Accepted

1412 Yelm Ave. E., Suite C101, Yelm

13-510182L

Living Well  

Chiropractic & Massage
DR. ERIK M. WELLS

Li i W ll

Happy Thanksgiving  
from your friends at…

Thanksgiving…
A TIME FOR FAMILY.

Y  E  L  M

Now ALL Digital!

Yelm Avenue at ClarkYelm Avenue at 103rd
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Do They Need  
a Place to Stay?

Do You Need  
Something Fun  
to Do?

We Have Both!

No Turkeys 

Here!

www.baydo.com
35108 92nd Ave. S. McKenna

360-400-2438

JUST GREAT PRICES!

CHEVROLET
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FAST &  

FRIENDLY  

SERVICE!

Fades - Styled Cuts

Military Cuts - Flat Tops

the

Barber Shop

$10
All Cuts

Only

ACROSS FROM YELM CITY PARK 

 

303 1st St S. Yelm 

360-400-5000 

OPEN Mon.- Sat. ~ 9am - 5pm
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Adina

d St l d

Kathie

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE

TO GET YOUR HOLIDAY HAIRCUT

$5
Beard Trims

In Honor of  
‘No Shave 
November’

Only

Nisqually Valley News file photograph

With 42 entrants in the 2013 Christmas in the Park parade, it will take about an hour to wind down the parade route. The parade starts at 9:30 a.m. and ends at Yelm City 
Park. Immediately after the parade, the festivities begin in the park with a welcome from Yelm Mayor Ron Harding.

Santa’s Elves Take Over 

Christmas in the Park Parade

Christmas in the Park Schedule
8:30 –  Parade Lineup

9 –  Trophy Awards

9:30  – Parade Kicks of with Yelm High School  
 Marching Band (Richard Dahl)

11 -  Sixth-Grade Band (Ron Schwartz)

11:30 –  Ridgeline Middle School Band (Charyl Sagar)

Noon –  Southworth Elementary School (Mark Mitchell)           

12:30 –  Prairie Elementary School (Naoko Sokolik)

1 –  McKenna Elementary School (Leah Kochrian)

1:30 –  Ft. Stevens Elementary School (Chantal Hollatschek)

2 –  Lackamas Elementary School (Leah Kochrian)

2:30 –  Mill Pond Elementary School (Esther Campbell)

3 –  Yelm Middle School Band (Dane Hurd)

3:30 –  Yelm Middle School Choir (Mary Rivera)

4 –  Ridgeline Middle School Choir (Keith Skogsberg)

4:30 –  Yelm High School Choir (Keith Skogsberg)

5 –  Yelm High School Select Choir (Keith Skogsberg)

5:30 – Community Blessing - Lighting of the Community 
 Christmas Tree and Tower

An elf and her two reindeer stroll down a recent Christmas in the Park parade. Elves are most wel-
come, especially this year, as the theme of the parade is “Community Elves on Parade.”
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A special place to live with 
special people who care...

From our 
family to  
yours!
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Senior care beyond 
compare since  

1999.Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Assisted Living & Memory Careggggg yyyyyyyy

360-458-2800 ~ 311 Cullens Rd. NW ~ Yelm

360.458.1976

From Our Family 
 to Yours, Have a  
Safe and Happy 

hanksgiving.
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GREAT LOCATION, RIGHT OFF
OF I-5

DRIVE THRU 

FOR YOUR  

CONVENIENCE

Left @ light. First Left at Conine Ave. Northbound: Right @ end of ramp. Go through light. First Left on Conine Ave.

he Landing operates under a contract with the State of Washington “Safe To Shop”

HOURS

Happy Holidays!

Come check out  
our selection!
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360.458.4887

SERVICE DEPARTMENT 360-458-4322

The  
Hunt

Ends  

Here…
A good car  
or truck, at a  
great price!

Check out  our website!AttwoodAutoSales.com
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TRADITION:
Continued from page 1

popcorn and hand it out all day.

-

shal Jerry Jenkins said his dad said 

-

it. All the happiness people search 

-

-

-

-

unteers.

-

Nisqually Valley News file photographs

At the center of Christmas in the Park are a slew of free events. 
-

booth, which allows kids to pick out a book and then wrap it. The 
present is then given to a close friend. Along with many free ac-
tivities, free hot dogs and hot beverages will be served.



Get up to $100 off Honda Generators, Nov. 15– Dec. 2 !! *

It’s quiet, reliable power for work, home and play.

EM5000

 $2,429.95

  –$100.00

 $2,329.95

REGULAR PRICE**

INSTANT REBATE*

YOUR PRICE!

EU2000i

 $1,149.95

 $999.00

  –$50.00

 $949.00

REGULAR PRICE**

SPECIAL PRICE***

INSTANT REBATE*

YOUR PRICE!

EU3000is

 $2,329.95

 $1,999.00

  –$50.00

 $1,949.00

REGULAR PRICE**

SPECIAL PRICE***

INSTANT REBATE*

YOUR PRICE!

50
$

INSTANT REBATE*

50
$

INSTANT REBATE*

100
$

INSTANT REBATE*

Ask about our full line of Honda Accessories!

     
   

      

      

    
     



  

     
   

       

  

       
   

  

   

    
     
    

  

    
 

  

The Honda
Black Friday Event

See Honda Red & Save Some Green!
RED

POWER EQUIPMENT INC.
Quality Power Equipment You Can Depend on from a Service Dealer You Can Trust

360-400-6000

TAKE EXIT 107, EAST ON PACIFIC AVE.

360-491-2022

www.jnipe.com

HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY:

SATURDAY:

SUNDAY: CLOSED“Serving Southwest Washington Since 1974”
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EASY TO GIVE.

HARD TO WRAP.

FS 40 C-E TRIMMER

Lightweight, 
fuel-effi cient trimmer

STIHL Easy2Start™

system makes starting 
almost effortless

Simple and reliable 
starting procedure with 
stop switch that returns 
to the start position for 
added convenience

$16995

BR 600 STIHL Magnum®

BACKPACK 
BLOWER

$49995

Powerful and fuel-effi cient,
low-emission engine

Three-position adjustable
blower tube with increased 
wear area nozzle

$17995

Lightweight saw for wood-cutting 
tasks around the home 

IntelliCarb™ compensating carburetor 
maintains RPM level

Anti-vibration system for more 
comfortable operation

16” bar†

MS 170 
CHAIN SAW

BG 55 
HANDHELD 
BLOWER

$14995

Proven handheld blower
at an affordable price

Great for quickly cleaning driveways, 
sidewalks and hard-to-reach places

Optional vacuum and gutter 
kit attachments available

.com
OFFICIAL SPONSOR

All prices are SNW-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. © 2013 STIHL †The actual listed guide bar length can vary from 
the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. © 2013 STIHL

*Instant rebate of $50 on HS520 Snow Blower and any generator 
model of 3000 watts or less and instant rebate of $100 on any gen-
erator model of 4000 watts or more, good Nov. 15 through Dec. 2, 
2013. No rain checks. At participating dealers only. **Manufacturer’s 
Suggested Retail Price. ***Minimum Advertised Price. Please read 
the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment 
and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could 
be exposed to poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a genera-
tor to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury 

American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Year-end savings. Lifetime rewards.
Get your B Series trwactor today!

$0 Down &

0% Financing up to 5 Years*A.P.R.

EU6500is 

 $4,499.95

 $3,999.00

  –$100.00

 $3,899.00

REGULAR PRICE**

SPECIAL PRICE***

INSTANT REBATE*

YOUR PRICE!

100
$

INSTANT REBATE*
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