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1412 Yelm Ave. E., Suite C101, Yelm

360-458-7533

Living Well  
Chiropract ic  

&  Massage

www.mylivingwellchiropractic.com

swyble@yelmonline.com

A
ndrew Kill, 42, of Rain-

ier, was driving home 

after comforting a griev-

ing family the evening of 

May 19. Kill was a funeral di-

rector and embalmer at Funeral 

Alternatives of Washington in 

Lacey. He was beloved by cli-

ents for his compassion and care 

during their times of grief.

As Kill was driving home 

that May evening, a drunken 

driver T-boned his car in Olym-

pia. It was time for his wife and 

two young children to grieve.

Kill survived, but his life 

and the life of his family has 

not been the same since. He was 

airlifted to Harborview Medi-

cal Center in Seattle for injuries 

that included bleeding in his 

brain, a broken sternum, seven 

broken ribs and two punctured 

lungs. He was in a coma for four 

weeks.

“The fact that he is walking 

and can speak today is nothing 

short of a miracle,” said Mi-

she sat with her husband and his 

mother in their Rainier home 

from the anniversary of the 

night their lives changed for-

ever.

-

than it was before the accident, 

Michelle said. So is hers and 

RECOVERY
As a result of the accident, 

Andrew experienced brain 

shearing, which disrupts the 

-

rons to communicate with each 

neural pathways.

His long-term memory is in-

tact, but doctors are concerned 

about his short-term memory, 

Michelle said. His higher cog-

nitive functions will likely be 

permanently affected and his 

chances of going back to work 

are small.

“That affected us greatly,” 

degree in mortuary science. He 

was a very well-loved part of the 

community in Lacey and Tum-

water and Olympia. … We had 

so many families that he has 

served send us cards and money 

still gets phone calls on his own 

work so he can work with some 

people because he has such a 

compassion to help others in his 

industry.”

Andrew said one of the hard-

had to relearn how to read. He 

was a voracious reader before 

the accident, Michelle said.

“He loved reading — quite 

the history buff,” she said. “And 

-

member, he has to reread it. 

“He would read the news-

could get his hands on. It was 

the table and not talk to me and 

kids.”

her home in Ohio and moved 

and care.

will things get back to nor-

as a family need to realize and 

our friends need to realize is 

that this is normal now. We have 

to adjust to this way of life — a 

new normal.”

THE ACCIDENT
According to the Washing-

M. Wells, then 36, of Lacey, 

-

hicle in Lacey at 10:36 p.m. May 

19.

Wells was stopped by a 

-

partment deputy and allegedly 

-

edly failed to stop at a stop sign 

-

hicle.

Wells was charged with ve-

hicular assault, eluding and 

driving with a suspended li-

cense. She was treated at the 

scene for injuries and booked 

into Thurston County Jail.

Anger seems like a natural 

emotion to feel in the wake of 

such a life-altering event. But 

keeps the anger at bay.

hate to enter our hearts, because 

-

covery and that is the most im-

portant thing in our lives right 

now,” she said. “Am I frustrat-

just represents a group of peo-

frustrated with the fact that she 

will only serve three years max. 

That, to me, for almost taking 

life he knew. 

“I have moments where I 

have to privately grieve the old 

Andrew that I married, because 

mad that three years is it.”

She said she understands the 

strain the prison system is under, 

more innovative programs in 

place to monitor repeat offend-

ers or use new technologies to 

prevent offenders from getting 

behind the wheel drunk again.

-

Drunken Driving Affects Everyone

Life Has Forever Changed for 
Rainier Man Struck By Car

short-term memory was impacted by brain shearing resulting from the accident.

See , page B5

MADD’s Tie One On For Safety Red Ribbons 
are available at locations throughout the community or by 
contacting MADD at 206-734-3205. For more information and 
a list of participating organizations, visit http://redribbons.
maddwashington.com/.



this,” she said. “Never mind the 

THE FAMILY’S PAIN

children particularly hard at a 

tumultuous time in their devel-

opment, Michelle said.

and cried. Her son Addison, 

away,” Michelle said with tears 

in her eyes.

“He even crossed out a toy 

he had previously listed,” she 

said.

The accident has also in-

“He prays every day that dad 

-

let his dad die.”

Michelle has had health is-

-

she said.

-

cause it will cause him stress,” 

levels.”

Michelle summed up her 

made a decision, purposely, to 

DUIs RISING  
NATIONALLY

A national survey by Moth-

-

-

veyed “have been at an event 

and seen someone try to drive 

-

-

drivers across the country to 

their vehicles as a reminder to 

-

-

someone sees red ribbons on 

-

-

-

national numbers, which in-

creased.

-

-

-

tion.

-

decrease.

-

-

-

-

ships in the community to en-

-

-

to “slowly but surely reduce the 

A COSTLY MISTAKE

-

-

-

help, he said.

up call where 

-

over and some-

is dead because 

you ran them 

-

-

he said.

-

-

he said.

-

-

-

that you could murder some-

possibly be worse than that?

-

that is not the bad decision to 

disorderly conduct or some-

-

Continued from page B4

Plan Ahead to Avoid Drunken Driving
One of the main ways people can prevent drunken driving is by planning ahead, said Amy Lea 

Ezzo, program and fund development manager of Mothers Against Drunk Driving in Washington 
state.

People are accustomed to making plans on how they’re going to celebrate at holiday parties or 
family get-togethers, she said. But people should be as concerned about iguring out how they’re 
going to get home if they’re drinking as how they’re going to get there.

Ezzo said party hosts can help make it easier for people to go sober by doing something fun to 
encourage people to be the designated driver, such as making fun, non-alcoholic drinks.

Companies planning holiday parties can also plan ahead, she said.
“If it’s a company party and you know it’s going to end at 11 p.m., call a couple cabs at 10:30 and 

ask them to sit outside.”
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www.prairiehotel.com

Don’t 

Drink & 

Drive.

360-458-BOWL

HOURS:

“ Taxi always available”  Sponsored by Kelly Kab

R & M

RV Service & Repair, Inc.

16816 Flume Rd. S.E.,Yelm 360- 458- 7683
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Wishing you 
the best this 

holiday 
season

360.357.9917
www.TwinStarCU.com

TOOLS WEST
360-458-5003

1010 Yelm Ave. E., Yelm, WA
(next to Sunbird)

40400 Harts Lake Valley Rd., Roy, WA
360-458-7774

www.wilcoxfarms.com

Yelm Avenue (HW Y 507) at Prairie Park St. & Clark

360.400.3456
www.yelmcinemas.com

11242 Bald Hill Rd.

360-400-4141

OPEN: 

M-F 8:30-6:30 

Sat. 8:30-5:30

Sun. 9:00-4:00

 DRINK  

RESPONSIBLY.  

DON’ T DRINK 

&  DRIVE!


