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360-458-7774 • www.wilcoxfarms.com

Wilcox Family Farms is an award-winning, 5th generation sustainable family business  
committed to producing a quality egg product. A major part of that is having some of the  

best employees on the planet.
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Yelm Mayor

JW Foster

Prairie Days 2019 —  

Some New, Some Old at ‘Your Parents’ Prairie Days’

I
t’s summertime, the livin’ is easy 

and our annual summer event is 

back and better than ever! 

We wanted 

Prairie Days to return 

to what many in our 

community remem-

bered — a free, fun, 

family event. So, a 

group of like-minded 

folks got together and 

reimagined how we 

could best welcome 

summer to the prairie. 

What we came up with was a mix of 

old and new, but all fun.

Friday night, we welcome back the 

street dance! Now, we haven’t had one of 

these for many years, but when we asked 

“old-timers” what they liked best about 

the old Prairie Days, the street dance was 

one of the most often cited events. So, 

let’s dance! 

Friday night starting at 6 p.m. we’ll 

close off Second Street right in front of 

the Community Center and a DJ will 

play music reflecting this year’s theme of 
“Prairie Days Through the Decades.” 

Family friendly, we’ll have music all 

can enjoy, though as the evening pro-

gresses it will be less “Raffi” and more 
Rock n’ Roll. 

That might get you hungry, so there 

will be food trucks and a beer and wine 

garden. So strap on your dance shoes and 

come join the party! Don’t stay up too 

late though, because you’ll want to get up 

early enough to find a good spot to watch 
the parade Saturday morning. Organized 

by the Yelm Area Chamber of Com-

merce, the parade will start on the newly 

constructed Tornado Alley by the high 

school, then proceed up Tahoma Valley 

Boulevard and turn onto Yelm Avenue at 

the Medical Center, finally dispersing at 
the middle school parking lot. 

After the parade, come on over to the 

new and improved Yelm City Park. Your 

family is going to love it!  We finished 
installing the long-awaited playground 

equipment improvements and the new 

splash pad. In the park, you’ll find many 
of our community organizations have set 

up free, fun things to do for kids of all 

ages. 

Remember, we no longer host the car-

nival at this event because, in part, it had 

become too expensive for families to en-

joy and overshadowed all the cool things 

we can do as a community for free. 

Try out the National Guard’s climb-

ing wall or enter the pie-baking contest. 

Want to see some great old military 

equipment? There will be an impressive 

display! Tractors too! And then in the af-

ternoon, grab some food from one of the 

food trucks, claim a section of cool grass 

and listen to live music on the little stage. 

Oh, and the Yelm Farmers Market will 

be going too.

Sunday, the fun continues with a 5K 

put on by Yelm Rotary, and in the park 

we’ll cap off the festivities with two very 

special events — the Olympia Symphony 

Orchestra will play a free live concert in 

the community center starting at 3 p.m., 

which will be followed at 4:30 p.m. by a 

free performance of Shakespeare’s “As 

You Like It” put on by Goldfinch Produc-

tions.

This IS your parents’ Prairie Days, 

and now it can be your family’s memo-

ries in the making. What a great way to 

kick off summer in Yelm!
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Opening 
 this 

Summer!

Come and Enjoy
the City’s New Playground And Splash Pad 

at the Newly Revamped Yelm City Park!

www.yelmwa.gov/play/parks

2019 Prairie Days Calendar  of Events
Events take place in Yelm City Park, unless otherwise noted. 

Friday, June 28
• The Yelm Education Foundation 

will hold a golf tournament at 

Tahoma Valley Golf Course. 

Additional information can be 

found at yelmprairiedays.com.

• 6-10 p.m., Street Dance on 

Second Street next to the 

Community Center. Enjoy an 

evening of music and dancing 

complete with food trucks and a 

wine and beer garden.

Saturday, June 29
• 9:30-11 a.m., the Prairie Days 

Parade will run from Tornado 

Alley behind Yelm High School, 

down Tahoma Boulevard to Yelm 

Avenue and ending at Yelm 

Middle School.

• Tractor show. Additional 

information can be found at 

yelmprairiedays.com.

• 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Yelm City 

Park opens. 

• Food trucks will be open all day. 

• Yelm Farmers Market will 

be open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 

McKenzie Avenue.

Activities in the park will 

include:

• Climbing wall

• Fire department activities

• Kids building workshop

• Portable bowling

• Military display

• Pie Baking Contest 

• Magnificent Mutt Show 

• Fire safety smoke house

• Dunk Tank

• Thurston County Sheriff’s Office 

display

• Children’s fishing pond

• Water balloon toss with state 

Rep. Andrew Barkis

• Egg toss with JT Wilcox

• Quilting display

• VFW display

• Kid’s historic games

• Chicken BINGO

• Photo booth

• Kids games with Church of 

Living Water

• 1st Special Forces

• Stomp Rockets with Boy Scouts

• Kids derby races with Boy Scouts

• Wilderness survival with Boy Scouts

• Jazz Line performance

• Cotton Candy provided by 

Crossroads Community Covenant 

Church

• Game Booth with Crossroads

• Noon to 10 p.m., music on the 

small stage

(Note most of these park events 

will continue on Sunday)

Sunday, June 30
• 9 a.m. to noon, 5Kwalk/run at 

Yelm Middle School sponsored by 

the Rotary Club of Yelm.

• Activities continued from 

Saturday.

• Bowling tournament at Prairie 

Lanes 

• 7-10 p.m., Goldfinch Productions 

will perform “As You Like it” on 

the small stage.

A Corvette moves through the Prairie Days Parade in this 2017 Nisqually Valley 
News file photo. 
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www.yelmfamilymedicine.com

OPEN 7 Days a Week!
9am - 9pm Mon. - Fri. • 9am - 5pm Sat. & Sun. 

Call to schedule your appointment.

201 Tahoma Blvd SE • Suite 102 • Yelm, WA 98597
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Committed to your  
health and our community

360-458-7761

Parade  
Route

The parade will start on the newly constructed 

Tornado Alley by the high school, then proceed 

up Tahoma Valley Boulevard and turn onto Yelm 

Avenue at the Medical Center, finally dispersing 

at the middle school parking lot. 

Full Line of All Terrain and Performance Tires

BEST TIRES - BEST AUTO REPAIR

BEST OIL CHANGE

(360) 400-WALT (9258) • 509 E Yelm Ave. • Yelm

32

VOTED

• complete auto maintenance

• free lifetime flat repair!
• ase certified shop

• fair prices

• expert diagnostics

• always the right tire,
 always the right price!
• the best warranty  
 in the west!

6 MONTH,  
NO INTEREST  
FINANCING!

COME SEE WHY WE WERE VOTED THE BEST!

Walt’s

2015 - 

2019
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NICOLE MONTOYA 
Loan Officer, 
Yelm Branch

Experience local, hometown 
banking at it’s best.

OlyFed is proud to sponsor
Prairie Days 2019

907 Yelm Ave West  •  olyfed.com  •  member fdic

JANE WALKER 
AVP & Branch Manager, 

Yelm Branch

NMLS# 1758613NMLS# 633644

C
H
5
9
8
3
2
5
b

BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com

Prairie Days is going back to days 

gone by, and the parade is no exception.

The theme this year reflects a trip 
back into the event’s history.

“I think the theme is the perfect fit 
with all the changes that they are making 

to the event (Prairie Days) itself,” said 

Angie Evans, Yelm Area Chamber of 

Commerce president. “They are bringing 

it back to its roots, and so having it be 

‘Pride of the Prairie Through the Decades’ 

is just a perfect fit. I love it.”
Line Critchfield, executive director of 

the Yelm Area Chamber of Commerce, 

worked with the chamber board to select 

this year’s theme.

“Because we’re going back to basics 

with Prairie Days, we wanted a theme 

that would encompass all the changes 

that have happened through the decades 

in Yelm,” she said. “The parade allows 

the community to come together to cel-

ebrate its beginnings, celebrate where 

we’ve come, and celebrate the people that 

make this city so great.”

Critchfield added that when people 
are working in the same direction, it 

brings the community together. 

The parade is huge for the commu-

nity, uniting it, Evans said.

“The parade gives the businesses a 

marketing opportunity, but also allows 

the people that are coming to really see 

unity, and that’s one thing that I love 

about Yelm — it brings the community 

together,” Evans said. “We still do some 

of those small-town things. Not a lot of 

cities do parades any more and I think it 

is really important that we keep ours going.”

Prairie Days Parade 
Theme to Draw 
From Its Roots

Continued on Page 6
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360.458.4247 ~ 35025 90th Ave. S. ~ Suite 7 ~  Roy, WA

Color / Cut / Waxing / Massage

Open: Tuesday-Wednesday 9-6
Thursday-Friday 9-8 • Saturday 9-6

w w w . b l i s s e x p e r i e n c e s a l o n . c o m

Because it should be.

Staycation Bliss is Coming! 
Summer is just around the corner!

Come experience your  
Staycation Bliss! 

Fabulous Facial Friday Prices

Half Price Lash Extensions
$55 for 60 Minute Massage

July specials:
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The parade itself will begin on Tor-

nado Alley, take a left turn onto Tahoma, 

then a right turn onto State Route 510 

(Yelm Highway) and will end at Yelm 

Middle School.

As for how to incorporate the theme 

into a float or presentation during the 
parade, Critchfield said folks should 
choose a decade and fashion their entry 

around that style.

“The cool thing about this theme is 

how easy it is to incorporate into a float,” 
she said. “We’re hoping that parade en-

trants pick a decade and roll with it.”

The floats could even take on an old 
wagon theme, or resemble elements of 

classic television shows, Evans said.

“I picture Laura Ingalls,” she said. “You 

know, ‘Little House of the Prairie?’ That’s 

what I picture, because I remember hear-

ing that in the early days of Prairie Days 

they actually had a princess, and this Prai-

rie Days Princess dressed in the Laura In-

galls garb. That’s what I picture automati-

cally — going back to those roots.”

Continued From Page 5

Top: A vehicle-drawn wagon was the parade entry for Crowe Law Office in Yelm in 
2017.
Above: Thurston County Sheriff John Snaza and Yelm Police Chief Todd Stancil ride 
in a golf cart during the parade in 2018.
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360.400.3338
WWW.ANKLEFOOT.NET

Break It.  Sprain It.

Tear It.  Wear It Out. 

We’ll Fix It.

Accepting 

New 

Patients!
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BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com

The Yelm Area Chamber of Com-

merce selected Tess Faughn as this year’s 

grand marshal of the 2019 Prairie Days 

Parade.

“Tess was selected based upon her 

selfless service to her community,” states 
a Yelm Area Chamber of Commerce 

Facebook post. “Her community involve-

ment includes current president for the 

Midday Yelm Lions Club, president of 

the Rotary Club of Yelm, Yelm Commu-

nity Services board member and Hope 

Restored Christian Ministries    treasurer. 

Prairie Days Parade Grand Marshal 
Offers a Long List of Selfless Acts

Tess Faughn 
was chosen 
as this year’s 
grand marshal 
of the 2019 
Prairie Days 
Parade 
because of her 
involvement 
in a number 
of community 
service 
projects and 
organizations. 

Continued on Page 8
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Her involvement with these organizations 

allows her the opportunity to do mean-

ingful work within the Yelm community.”

Angie Evans, president of the Yelm 

Area Chamber of Commerce, said  

Faughn is the perfect choice, the very 

definition of what it means to be a com-

munity volunteer.

“Tess is amazing,” Evans said. “She 

has got her hands in so many different 

things and always in a leadership position 

and always gung-ho and willing to just 

step in and make things happen in every 

role that she’s in. I don’t even know how 

that woman has time. It’s just amazing.”

Faughn doesn’t only take on leader-

ship roles her community work — she’s 

also a lead in her profession. As branch 

operations supervisor, she manages the 

employees at the Yelm Timberland Bank 

and manages the managers at the Edge-

wood, South Hill and Bethel Station loca-

tions of the business.

Yet her true passion is helping others, 

she said.

“I do give selfless service,” Faughn 
said. “I’m not doing it for a recognition. 

I do it because it’s near and dear to my 

heart. Two things growing up that were 

very near and dear to me were the fact 

that there were kids in the community 

that did not have the same food that I had 

…  Another thing is literacy. I want kids 

to have food. Food helps them do better 

in school and then reading is extremely 

importation.”

Faughn’s personal journey reflects the 
work she does in the community.

“As a child, I struggled learning to 

read the way they were teaching us,” she 

said. “It wasn’t until later that someone 

was actually able to teach me to read. 

And then once I started, I never stopped, 

and now I write.”

Faughn said she wants all children to 

have the support she had as she learned to 

read, but some students are at a disadvan-

tage from the start.

“Children are always a main focus to 

me because they don’t get to choose the 

situation that they’re currently in,” she 

said. “And they don’t have a way of get-

ting them or their families out of a situ-

ation or whatever their circumstance is.”

At Rotary Club, she helps facilitate the 

“10 Weeks of Summer” program, where 

the club packs lunch bags for children 

that should last them a week, and hands 

them out for free at locations around the 

community.

During the school year, these students 

often get free or reduced lunch, and an 

organization called Homeless Backpacks 

gives them food for the weekends, but the 

summertime presents a gap in these pro-

grams.

“In the summer, they don’t have a way 

of getting that food,” Faughn said. “So 

then, Rotary Club, we have stepped in 

with other sponsors to fill the gap.”
In addition, there will be a 5K run 

on June 30 at Yelm Middle School, with 

registration starting at 7:30 a.m., to help 

support “10 Weeks of Summer.”

Faughn and the rest of the Rotary 

also give out yearly scholarships to high 

school seniors.

Also in the vein of education, Faughn 

works with Hope Restored Christian 

Ministries to raise money for a primary 

school in Uganda.

Beyond supporting access to educa-

tion, Faughn also celebrates the fun of 

childhood with the community.

To that end, she and the Midday Yelm 

Lions Club throw “Movies in the Park,” 

in which admittance is free for attendees. 

“I will be there,” she said of the Mov-

ies in the Park. “Sometimes I’m flipping 
burgers. Sometimes I’m helping do other 

things. Hopefully I’m doing other things. 

It gets kinda hot at the grill.”

After spending the time to invest in all 

of this, Faughn still finds time for herself. 
Specifically, she likes to play golf, read, 
write and cook, and she wants to get back 

into running.

“I’m getting super excited about golf, 

because the weather’s nice,” Faughn said. 

“It’s warm and not rainy. My husband’s 

not a big golfer when it’s cold. He likes 

it hot. So now I have my partner in crime 

in golfing.”
When it comes to her writing, Faughn 

said that she enjoys science fiction and 
children’s stories. In fact, she’s thinking 

about publishing a couple of the latter.

“I think I’m going to make the push 

and submit some stories,” she said. “It 

puts yourself out there, because it can be 

very personal.”

When all is said and done, though, 

Faughn said there’s a quote from Mother 

Teresa that has guided her since she was 

a teenager.

Throughout the years, the quote has 

changed in meaning for her, but its es-

sence has remained a guiding force in her 

life.

“We do no great things, but small 

things with great love,” Mother Teresa 

once said.

Driving 

Education 

Excellence 

Since 1993www.cascadedrivingschool.com

Cascade
Driving School
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Written & Road Tests All ages

Wed. - Thurs. - Fri. - Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Includes Classes,  
DOL Written Test
Classes are age 15 & up

Prices as low  
as $41800
see us for details

CALL NOW• 360.943.1123
10501 Creek St. • Yelm (next to Domino’s)

Use our Car 

for Your  

Road Test! 
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Continued From Page 7

From left, Todd Stancil, Tess Faughn, Nichole Woolsey, Santa, Denise Hibeln and 
JW Foster donate their time at Midday Lions Club Free family movie and toy drivein 
this file photo. 
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 OPEN Mon.- Sat. ~ 9am - 5pm

303 1st St S. Yelm • 360-400-5000  

$5

Beard 
Trims

Only

$12
All Cuts

Only

FADES - STYLED CUTS - MILITARY CUTS - FLAT TOPS

the

Barber Shop
Stop by during Prairie Days. 
We’re located right by the 
parade route!

Fast &
 Friendly 

Service!
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BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com 

Along with a slew of other new Prairie 
Days events comes a contest that harkens 
back to the old days of county fairs.

Ken McCulloch, owner of American 
Family Insurance - Ken McCulloch, will 
sponsor a pie-baking contest for the public. 
Pies will be dropped off at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
June 29, in the Yelm Community Center. 
Judging will begin at 2:25 p.m., and win-
ners will be announced at 3:45 p.m.

McCulloch got the idea after word was 
spread for people to form the new Prairie 
Days Committee, because the Lions Club 
was no longer going to be the main orga-
nization putting the event on.

“So I went to the meetings just to kind 
of see what it was about and everything,” 
McCulloch said. “Basically what (this 
committee) decided to do was they want-
ed to make a big, free day for everybody.”

The Prairie Days Committee wanted 
to make it the way it used to be, McCull-
och said. People were free to volunteer 
ideas and take responsibility for the ex-
ecution of those ideas. One of the com-
mittee’s jobs was to help find a place for 
the events in the grander schedule of the 
weekend. When McCulloch heard about 
this new structure, an idea immediately 

came to mind. 
“My first thought was the old days of 

the county fairs where they have the lo-
cal people get together,” McCulloch said. 

“One of the things they would do was have 
pie baking contests. So I decided that I 
would use my business to sponsor it, to 
help pay for it and everything. It doesn’t 
cost anybody anything except the pie. It 
should be lots of fun. It’ll be the first an-
nual and hopefully one of many to come.”

McCulloch may want to bring the 
community together with this new event, 
but it is possible he harbors a few ulterior 
motives, he joked. 

“I was also inspired a little bit, because 
I get to be a judge and I’ll get to eat a lot 
of really great pie,” he said, adding that he 
encourages others to step forward to help 
judge the event.

The pie-baking contest could get 
anywhere between 30 and 300 pies, Mc-
Culloch said, so it is essential that those 
interested in entering fill out the registra-
tion form by June 25 and turn it into Ken 
McCulloch American Family Insurance 
Agency or Crow Law Office. Visit the 
Yelm Prairie Days or Ken McCulloch-
American Family Insurance Facebook 
pages for rules and registration forms.

“It’s an old-fashioned event,” McCull-
och said. “We have three categories — we 

have the fruit, the non-fruit and we also 
have the youth category. If you are plan-
ning to go to school after high school, ap-
ply for this thing and we’ll write you a 
$500 scholarship if you come in first.”

In the fruit and non-fruit categories, 
the prize for first place is $125 cash. For 
second, it’s $75 cash, and the prize for 
third place is $50 cash.

McCulloch cautioned that the event is 
for amateurs only, so he doesn’t want to 
see professional bakers trying to win the 
grand prize.

“It’s a fun community thing to help 
bring us closer together,” he said. “I think 
on my Facebook page 200-and-something 
people said they are interested. Heck if I 
get half that it would be fabulous.”

It’s the Battle of the Pies at Prairie Days 

Ken McCulloch poses with one of the trophies for the pie making contest that 
his company, American Family Insurance - Ken McCulloch, has founded and is 
sponsoring for 2019 Prairie Days. Pies will be dropped off at 2 p.m Saturday, June 
29 in the Yelm Community Center. Entrants may register by visiting the Yelm Prairie 
Days or Ken McCulloch-American Family Insurance Facebook pages.

•  Locally Owned & Operated

•  Quality Repairs

•  Lifetime Nationwide Warranty

Premier Collision CARSTAR Yelm

103 1st St. N., Yelm, WA 98597

Office: 360.458.2599 Fax: 360.458.3814
carstarofyelm@carstarusa.com

Sadie & Matt Earsley

“We are proud to

be members of the

Yelm community!”
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ANDREW K. BARKIS, MPM   Owner/Broker
andrew@hometownpm.com

LORI DELONG   Broker / Yelm Office Manager
lori@hometownpm.com

WWW.HOMETOWNPM.COM

OLYMPIA: 1600 4th Avenue E, (360) 456-7368

YELM: 204 E YELM Avenue, (360) 456-7368

The premier provider of professional services to residential property owners and home renters throughout Thurston & Pierce County.
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BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

There’s no need to fret about find-

ing food in between synchronistic Street 

Dance or the barking and balancing acts 

of the Magnificent Mutt Show — food 
vendors have you covered at Yelm Prairie 

Days. 

From barbecue to kettle corn, and ev-

erything in between, it’ll be hard not to 

schedule your fun-filled Prairie Days ac-

tivities around these food vendors. 

“I think they’re all going to be really 

good choices and we’re going to have a 

variety,” said Prairie Days Committee 

Member Becki McGinnis. “You won’t be 

disappointed.”

Baines Kettle Corn  

(Kettle Corn)  

(Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

Pop on by Blaines Kettle Corn for 

some syrupy-sweet kettle corn and snacks. 

Blaines Famous Kettle Corn is a fam-

ily-owned and operated business with a 

knack for serving up the golden snack just 

right to satisfy that craving. It also makes 

for a great snack in between busy events.

More food vendors are expected to 

join the lineup in the days leading up to 

the big weekend. Go online to yelmprai-

riedays.com to stay up to date on what 

vendors will be rolling into town June 

28.

 Tacos Gaby (Authentic Mexican) 

(Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

Nothing compliments a hot summer's 

day quite like the authentic Mexican food 

from the southwestern states of Jalisco 

and Michoacán. 

Tacos Gaby will be cooking up Mexi-

can delicacies all weekend long at Yelm 

Prairie Days. 

Catch the crew at Friday’s Street 

Dance event and pick up a taco or three 

next to the wine and beer garden. 

The Cattleman  

(Barbecue and Burgers) (Friday)

Whose got the beef? Oh, yeah. The 

Cattleman’s got the beef. And so much 

more. 

Sporting their iconic and recognizable 

red food trailer, The Cattleman will make 

an appearance Friday at the Street Dance 

to assist Prairie Days-goers in satisfying 

their taste buds with home-styled barbe-

cue and burgers. 

Yelm Lions Club  

(Burgers) 

 (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

One of the best things about coming to 

a community event in the Prairie is seeing 

the smiling faces from members of the 

Yelm Lions Clubs. And you can feel the 

love they put into their food as you chomp 

into a hamburger.

Coming up on 80 years of service for 

the Yelm community, Yelm Lions Club 

and the food they serve set a high bar at 

many of the events in Yelm; the food they 

serve up is a can’t-miss. 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

(Baked Potatoes and Treats)  

(Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

Sink your chompers into a golden-

baked potato or grab some cotton candy 

to go thanks to the fine folks over at 
Emanuel Lutheran Church. 

Other sweet treats will likely be avail-

able. 

Food Galore All Weekend Long at Yelm Prairie Days
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1000 Algiers Dr  Yelm  360.458.2009 • 1757 N. National Ave., Chehalis  360.748.3337

Never miss a sale again. 

Sign up for ads by email 

on our website!
sunbirdshoppingcenter.com

Have fun at 
Prairie Days!

Camping | Canning | Clothing | Footwear 

Lawn & Garden | Hardware | Sporting Goods | Housewares 

C
H
5
9
7
4
3
7
b
w

BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

A longtime Prairie Days favorite will 

make a much-anticipated return this year. 

Kick off the three-day event in style 

and brush up on your dance moves Friday, 

June 28, during the Street Dance party, 

from 6 to 10 p.m. on Second Street S.E. 

next to the Yelm Community Center. 

The event is sponsored by Hump Day 

Partner Dancing, and food vendors and a 

beer/wine garden will be available near-

by for those of legal age. 

Co-organizer Matthew McLellan said 

the free event will be a no pressure, fun 

way for community members to express 

themselves and enjoy the beats of mod-

ern, family-friendly dance music. 

“You could get out there and dance 

or you could sit in the beer garden and 

watch people dance,” McLellan said. 

“There will be everyday folks, like you 

and I, out there.”

Being an instructor at Hump Day 

Partner Dancing, McLellan said it gave 

him leverage to spearhead the revival of 

the Street Dance, which he said has been 

in talks for years.

Nicki Foster, wife of Mayor JW Fos-

ter, and Cory Kolilis, co-founder and 

owner of Puget Sound Entertainment, 

assisted McLellan with this event. Puget 

Sound Entertainment is expected to pro-

vide music. McLellan, a sixth-generation 

Yelmite, said he’s not exactly sure when 

Yelm held its last Street Dance. But he 

knows a couple residents who might have 

the answers. 

“It was certainly sometime within my 

mother's lifetime. So sometime within 

the last 40-some-odd years,” he said. 

According to the Nisqually Valley 

News archives, dances in the parks and 

streets during Prairie Days have been host-

ed in one way or another as far back as 1979, 

back when the event was a week long. 

“Immediately following the selection 

of the royal ruler (Prairie Days Princess-

es), teenagers will remain in the park for a 

free dance with music supplied by High-

way 101 Rock band,” a 1979 Nisqually 

Valley News article read. 

In addition to featuring a beer and wine 

garden, this year’s event will also play host 

to Tacos Gaby and The Cattleman. It’s not 

recommended, but dancers can bring their 

own food to the dance floor.
”It’s just really exciting to have the 

opportunity to create more vibrancy in 

our town and maintain the culture in the 

same stride,” McLellan said.  

Get Your Jig On at the Prairie Days Street Dance
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Quality Power 

Equipment You Can 

Depend on from a 

Service Dealer  

You Can Trust

Welcome  

To Our New  

Yelm Location!

Sidekick.KubotaUSA.com

*Class is based on these models: Polaris Ranger XP 900, John Deere XUV835M & Kawasaki Mule PRO-FXR. The handling comparison was performed on the FSAE SKIDPAD course in gravel conditions.

© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. 2.99% A.P.R., 0% down, fi nancing for 72 months on purchases of a new Sidekick model from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to 
qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 72 monthly payments of $15.19 per $1,000 fi nanced. Example amount based on sales price 
of $12,849. Each dealer sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Offer expires 6/30/19. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, 
express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to 
KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

Freedom to roam is 
closer than you think. 
With best-in-class acceleration and handling with cargo*, the new gas-powered 

Sidekick delivers durability and speed. All the way up to 40 mph. And with a great

offer available, tasting freedom just got a whole lot sweeter. Visit us today. 

$0 DOWN     $196 A MONTH FOR     72 MONTHS    

Best-in-Class acceleration and handling with cargo  

40mph  • Gas Powered  • 2 year/1000 hour warranty 

KubotaUSA.com

© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. 0% A.P.R., 20% down, fi nancing for 84 months on purchases of new Kubota L2501DT w/R4 Tires, LA525 Loader w/66" SB Bucket, Rear 
Land Pride Quick Hitch, Land Pride BB1260 Box Blade and Land Pride RCR1260 Rotary Mower from participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers 
through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 fi nanced. Example amount based on sales price of 
$20,895. Each dealer sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Offer expires 6/30/19.

Four strong attachments. 
One sweet deal.
Buy the L2501DT tractor with a front end loader, Land Pride quick hitch, 

box blade, plus a rotary mower and you’ll get one easy monthly payment. 

Plus countless jobs well done. Visit us today.

TRACTOR + ATTACHMENTS     $199 A MONTH     84 MONTHS    

w w w .j n i p e .c o m

16510 106th Ave SE

360-400-6000

“Serving Southwest Washington  

Since 1974”

power equipment inc.

3729 Pacific Ave. SE • Olympia, WA
360-491-2022
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