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Get Ready for Another Great Home Show
BY LINE CRITCHFIELD 

Yelm Area Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director

With familiar 

favorites and a slew of 

brand-new vendors, the 

2019 Nisqually Valley 

Home and Garden Show 

is this spring’s can’t miss 

event.

This two-day event 

brings about 100 vendors 

to one place, for a genuine one-stop 

shopping experience for attendees. Here, 

show-goers can cross everything off their 

list: mortgage solutions, home decor, 

roofing help and honey!
Making their Nisqually Valley Home 

& Garden Show premiere this year will be 

Konnex WA. They will be on hand both 

Saturday and Sunday, offering a hands on 

painting demonstration and even giving 

attendees the opportunity to create home 

decor for themselves! Sign up online at 
Our Home Show Facebook page! Home 
Depot will also add to the excitement for 

kids with a “Do It Yourself” project on 

Saturday.

Prairie Street Rod Association will 

be revving up the excitement on Saturday 

with a Show-N-Shine Car Show. Take a 

look at popular cars, from 1950s classics 

to the modern day sports cars. Stay for the 

awards ceremony at 1 p.m. and see if your 

favorites will be taking home a trophy, 

or the especially-coveted Mayor’s Choice 

and Chamber of Commerce Choice 

awards!
All that shopping is bound to leave 

a stomach grumbling, which is why 

we encourage our participants to grab 

lunch while they’re at the show. The 

Rotary Club of Yelm will be back in the 

concession stand serving show favorites 

including nachos, chili dogs, and cookies 

and candy bars if you’re nursing a sweet 

tooth. Steele Barrel BBQ will be outside 

slinging barbecue for lunch. If you’re in 

the mood for Mexican food, swing over to 

Tacos Gaby’s taco truck for one of their 

signature burritos.

But the show’s icing on the cake will 

be Sunday at noon when we hear “ooh, 

la, la!” echo down the halls from our 
celebrity guest Ciscoe Morris, a perennial 

favorite. We are excited to have him back 

for the second consecutive year. He’ll be 

sharing gardening tips and tricks, stories, 

and will be answering questions from the 

audience.

I want to express a special thank you 

to the sponsors of this year’s show. We 

couldn’t put on a show of this magnitude 

without their generous support and 

partnership. I especially want to thank 

our partners at the Nisqually Valley 

News. Other sponsors deserving of our 

thanks include our Platinum sponsor 

America’s Credit Union, and silver 

sponsors Consolidated Communication. 

Our gratitude also goes out to Yelm 

Community Schools, Costco of Lacey, 

KAYO Radio and the City of Yelm.

As always, there is no admission 

charge to get into the show, and parking 

is free. With lots of giveaways from the 

vendors, the Nisqually Valley Home and 

Garden Show is a great way to spend your 

weekend.

ChoiceLine Home Equity Loans 
You’ve been waiting to freshen up your home. Maybe  

some updated paint, new floors, an outdoor living space,  

or an entire makeover. 

Whatever your project or passion, TwinStar’s ChoiceLine 

home equity line of credit is there when you need it. Credit 

lines are available up to 100% of your home’s value, and 

promotional rates are as low as 4.0% APR.  

Act today by calling 800.258.3115.  

Or apply online at TwinStarCU.com or one  

of our 20 branches. 

This special offer ends May 31, 2019. 

APR

VARIABLE RATE 

Adjusts on Jan. 1, 2020 to

5.50%*

Promotional rate 
as low as

4.0%*

APR
UNTIL DEC. 31, 2019 

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) is a promotional rate that applies to new advances posted to a TwinStar ChoiceLine Home Equity account between March 4, 2019 and May 31, 
2019. Stated promotional rate is based on original loan to value of 80% or less and excludes mobile homes.  Based on the original loan to value and structure type, your promotional 
rate may vary.  Advances posted at the promotional rate will accrue at the promotional rate until December 31, 2019.  Effective January 1, 2020, the non-promotional variable rates will 
go into effect.  Non-promotional rates may vary and will not exceed 18% APR over the life of the loan.  Loans are subject to credit approval.  Appraisal may be required to establish 
value; minimum appraisal fee of $750.  Property must be owner occupied, not subject to sale, and located in the states of Washington or Oregon.  Property insurance is required.  
Other conditions or limitation may apply.  A $300 early termination fee is applied if loan is closed in the first 12 months.  TwinStar Credit Union is an Equal Housing Opportunity Lender.

A BETTER HOME AND 

GARDEN. YOU BET.

Lacey CU Center  
4540 6th Ave. SE

Lacey Crossroads  
4550 Avery Lane SE

Yelm Safeway 
1109 E Yelm Ave.

Yelm 
1105 W Yelm Ave. 
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BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com

Classics, favorites and hot rods will 
trundle their way to this year’s Nisqually 
Valley Home and Garden Show for a car 
show put on by the Prairie Street Rod As-
sociation. 

The car show will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, in the 
parking lot directly in front of Yelm High 
School.

All proceeds will go to the support of 
Yelm Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

“The neat thing 
about this particular 
show is all the pub-
lic that comes to the 
Home and Garden 
Show,” said Marcia 
Horler, secretary 
with Prairie Street 
Rod Association. “A 
lot of them like to 
go through the cars 
that are parked and 
talk to the owners. That makes it really 
fun.”

This kind of car show, with people 
coming and going from the rest of the 
Home Show’s offerings, is a great way for 
Prairie Street Rod Association to get its 
name out there, and it gives the associa-
tion’s members an excuse to interact with 
other car people, not to mention the public.

But this specific car show doesn’t 
come without its drawbacks, being so ear-
ly in the season. 

“It’s really dependent on how good the 
weather is,” Horler said. “Last year, we 
had really bad weather and we didn’t get 
many cars.”

However, she said that even with last 
year’s show only drawing about 15 cars, 
people were abuzz with compliments, say-
ing the car show at the Home Show was 
a favorite of theirs. One reason for this 
is because the Home Show has so many 
other activities, that when participants get 
bored of sitting next to their cars, they can 
peruse the rest of the offerings.

In addition, Prairie Street Rod As-

sociation welcomes all people with a car 
they’d like to show off, within reason.

“There’s a lot of local people who have 
cars not necessarily in Prairie Street, but 
have cars and that’s what they like to do — 
to take them out and let people see them.”

It’s these types of people that Horler 
and company are trying to attract, not just 
some guy in an SUV.

At the beginning of the day, Prairie 
Street Rod Association will register all 
vehicles for $20 and by the end of the day, 
it will have all contestants judged and 

ready for trophies. 
Popular awards in-
clude best in show, 
the mayor’s choice, 
p a r t i c i p a n t ’ s 
choice and best car 
of each decade.

“The neat thing 
is they don’t all 
look alike,” Hor-
ler said. “In today’s 
day you go out in 
a parking lot and 
they’re all the same. 

Different brands, but they all look alike. 
These cars are all different. Back in the 
day, that was what the manufacturer did 

— make different cars to compete with oth-
ers. As a result, you’ve got a wide variety 
of looks, of color. That’s what makes the 
car shows.”

Horler said there can be a dozen Ford 
trucks from the 50s and they will all look 
different.

She also said that, in general, the 
amount of brands to see can be surpris-
ing. Oftentimes, brands that don’t even ex-
ist anymore will roll on in for a show, she 
said.

“Like, I love a Packard,” Horler said. 
“My parents had one when I was a little, 
little child. And every time I see one, it 
brings back those kinds of memories. For 
those that are old enough, that’s what hap-
pens, but for younger generations, it gives 
them an idea of what we used to drive — 
of how sporty it was, or how neat it was 
versus the SUVs and the sedans that are 
out there now.”

Ultimately, Horler said that this car 

show is an event where anyone can find 
something to enjoy.

“You don’t have to be a car enthusiast 
to appreciate what you see,” she said. “It’s 
not like you see them anywhere else. You 

don’t see them on the streets every day. 
They’re something different and people 
seem to enjoy just looking at them. So 
If you’ve got a car that’s a little different, 
then, yeah, bring it.”

Rod Association to Show 

Cars at Home Show

Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Nancy Barth shows off her 1967 VW Double Coffin at the Prairie Street Rod 
Association Show-N-Shine car show last year. 

A closeup look on show participant Mary 
Johnson's 1929 Ford Pickup's engine. 

Sign up today www.yelmwa.gov

to start receiving alerts
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First to Know …
Evacuation Notices

Amber Alerts

Local Area Emergencies

Weather Related Hazards

National Emergency Alerts
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BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonine.com

Konnex WA will be at Nisqually Val-
ley Home and Garden Show to teach two 
different paint and sip sessions.

While there may not be wine or beer 
available, the art classes will still be in 
full swing. Paint and sip is essentially 
an art class where an artist, like Kon-
nex owner Rikki Bommersbach, dem-
onstrates each step of a painting or art 
project to a group of people while they 
mimic her movements. 

“Basically, if you’re nervous about 
trying paint and sip, just give it one shot,” 
she said. “Most people actually love 
it and tap into a creative side of them-
selves that either has been pushed down, 
forgotten about or gets dusty as we get 
older. It’s a really fun way to belong to a 
group… Come and join us. Create with 
us.”

The first class will feature do-it-your-
self home decor sign making at 1:30 p.m., 
Saturday, April 27, while the second event 
will cover the creation of a custom chalk-
board featuring a “country bouquet” at 
1:30 p.m. Sunday, April 28. No experience 
is required for either event.

“Both of those projects are geared for 
people that are coming to the Home Show 
to be able to leave with something they can 
actually use at home,” Bommersbach said. 

“They are not just your typical canvas art 
that you will be hanging up. It will be a 
little bit more usable.” 

Visit discoverkonnex.com to purchase 
tickets for $35 a class. A portion of every 
ticket sale will go toward the Yelm Cham-
ber Foundation.

Arriving at the Home Show is directly 
in Konnex WA’s wheelhouse.

“Konnex is your typical paint and sip 
studio, besides the fact that we are com-
pletely mobile,” Bommersbach said. “So 

we don’t actually have a studio, which 
allows us a huge range of clients that we 
can work with. We go all over the Puget 
Sound… We go to peoples’ houses, we 
partner with different venues in local ar-
eas and we do events there that are open to 
the public. We do kid’s events. We do fun-
draisers. Basi-
cally, if it has to 
do with painting, 
creating, having 
fun, we’re there.”

B o m m e r s -
bach originally 
started paint sip 
classes in Min-
nesota before she 
moved out here, 
but out there the 
industry wasn’t 
as established. 
She had to spend 
much of her time 
explaining what 
the activity even 
was to people, let 
alone teaching 
them to paint.

Yet painting 
wasn’t always in Bommersbach’s reper-
toire. 

“I’ve always been crafty,” she said. “ 
But I didn’t start painting until I was 

about 20. I was actually really nervous 
to start painting. I did everything else but 
painting, and I was terrified of it. Well, 
someone gave me a canvas and I was 
like: ‘Well, I’ll try it.’ I liked it and I never 
stopped. Now I paint every day.”

Bommersbach said she loves to partic-
ipate in the arts, 
that paint and sip 
activities give 
her an outlet, not 
just as a partici-
pant of the arts, 
but as a guide.

She said she 
loves sparking 
the inspiration 
of others, and 
hearing that they 
went home after 
a class and tried 
painting on their 
own.

“It is a super, 
fun way to be in-
volved in the arts 
and to share my 
art with people in 
a different way,” 

Bommersbach said. “It’s not just me say-
ing, ‘here’s what I painted,’ it’s showing 
them something they can paint with my 
help.”

Home Show to Offer 
Paint and Sip Both Days

A participant of Rikki Bommersbach's paint 
and sip class follows directions to paint a 
flower.

Photos by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Jillian Cummings follows directions on how to paint a flower in Konnex WA's paint 
and sip class that was held in Tumwater.

360.458.4247

35025 90th Ave. S. ~ Suite 7  /  Roy, WA

Color | Cut | Facial | Massage | Permanent Makeup

Open: Tuesday-Wednesday 9-6

Thursday-Friday 9-8 • Saturday 9-6
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Come by our booth at the show and 

meet our wonderful staff— 

and get your complimentary hand massage!

Because it should be.

Open:  

Tuesday-Wednesday 9-6

Thursday-Friday 9-8

Saturday 9-6

Walk-ins 

Welcome
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BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

Clubs and programs from Yelm High 

School will be bringing some fun activi-

ties and inquisitive shop-made products 

for attendees of all ages at this year’s 

Nisqually Valley Home and Garden 

show. Regardless of your budget, Yelm’s 

CTE programs 

will offer a fun 

activity for you.

Dozens of 

students from 

multiple clubs 

will be on the 

show floor en-

gaging the com-

munity and 

s h o w c a s i n g 

skills they’ve 

learned within 

their programs. 

Those involved 

include students 

from the high 

school’s Future 

Business Lead-

ers of America, 

DECA, sports 

medicine, Stem 

Club, FFA, pub-

lication and the-

atre programs. 

Teri Pab-

lo, director of 

Yelm’s Career and Technical Education 

(CTE) programs, said these activities are 

provided by student volunteers within 

these programs looking to give a little 

back to their community, while at the 

same time learning skills that can help 

them advance their education. 

“They’re learning a lot of those work-

ready skills,” Pablo said. “I think, one, is 

that you want to have students interact-

ing with people they don’t normally get 

to in the community.” 

While most of these CTE activi-

ties will be free, some will cost money 

and those funds will go back into these 

program. Pablo said the funds raised 

from the CTE store will replenish mate-

rial costs and FBLA will receive a small 

profit from the sales. 

Yelm’s FBLA club will host a CTE 

storefront center where students will 

sell floral arrangements and student-con-

structed fishing rods. 
Students from the high school’s Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering and Math 

(STEM) programs will offer visitors 

personalized name-engraved keychains, 

while supplies last. This activity at the 

Home and Gar-

den show will be 

free of charge. 

Pablo said 

these examples 

of activities 

are reflective 
of the interest-

ing technical 

skills students 

are learning in 

their classrooms. 

By having them 

present at the 

Home and Gar-

den, students 

gain that per-

sonal aspect of 

business. 

And having 

the students in-

teract with the 

other students 

and the commu-

nity is the key 

part. 

“Not every-

thing has to be sold,” Pablo said. 

Yelm’s FFA program (Future Farm-

ers of America) will offer a fun activity 

for kids of all ages. The club will offer 

an ice-cream cone seed planting station. 

You’ll walk away with an ice cream cone 

made of dirt — Careful! It’s not for lick-

ing — and with a little water and TLC, 

students will have their very own green 

sprout fueled from the sugars 

Tornado Joes will also make a come-

back, hosted by Yelm’s DECA program. 

Coffee, water and snacks can be bought 

by attendees of the Nisqually Home and 

Garden show. 

“Sometimes even the adults in our 

community don’t realize what our stu-

dents are learning,” she said. “It’s engag-

ing kids in various activities — some-

thing they wouldn’t normally see around 

school.”

The Sports Medicine program will 

host a blood drive in collaboration with 

Bloodworks Northwest. Activities host-

ed by CTE’s publications and theatre 

programs were not available by deadline 

and were yet to be determined. 

Photo courtesy of Yelm Community Schools

Activities are provided by the Yelm High School student volunteers within the 
programs looking to give a little back to their community, while at the same time 
learning skills that can help them advance their education.

Yelm CTE Bring Spring Festivities to 
Nisqually Home and Garden Show

Students from Yelm High School’s CTE 
programs create wire hangers around plants.
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Real Estate

Criminal Defense

Business Law

Estate Planning

302 Yelm Ave. E., Yelm, WA  

360-810-8006 • www.crowelaw.net

Crowe Law Office
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SUNBIRDSHOPPINGCENTER.COM

Proud to be 
locally owned 
and operated!

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU! LOCATED IN YELM AND CHEHALIS!

Camping | Canning | Clothing | Footwear 

Lawn & Garden | Hardware | Sporting Goods | Housewares 
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BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

This year’s winter onslaught which 

brought on “Snowmageddon” did not treat 

gardeners well. As spring develops, and 

as winter weather sees itself out, growers 

will revisit their gardens frustrated, exac-

erbated and bitter at what has happened to 

their dearly beloveds. 

But not Ciscoe Morris. 

 Continued on PAGE 7

Working With 
Mama Nature:  
Ciscoe Morris 

Returns to 
Nisqually Valley 

for 2nd Year 
in a Row

Photo Courtesy of Ciscoe Morris

Gardening expert Ciscoe Morris is an avid traveler and has spoken at garden and trade shows all around the Pacific Northwest. 
“I learn so much answering garden questions,” he says. “I learn from people as much from them as they do from me. It’s always 
a give and take situation.”
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Just when the worst seems to approach 

his garden, the Seattle-based garden guru 

takes a lighter approach. Some patches of 

grevilleas and schefflera were the notable 
deaths he tallied in his own garden that 

bit the winter bullet. He said losing plants 

can sometimes be a blessing in disguise 

because it gives the caretaker a chance 

to reimagine the potential in and around 

their garden. 

And that’s just part of what Ciscoe will 

offer attendees during his Sunday, April 

28 talk at noon during the Nisqually Val-

ley Home and Garden Show — ideas and 

inspiration. 

This year marks the Wisconsin native’s 

second consecutive year at the Nisqually 

Valley show (in year’s past, Ciscoe has 

graced the humble show every other year). 

And, boy, is it an important year to have 

him back. 

“This is a good year for me to come 

back because momma nature beat the liv-

ing tweedle out of our gardens this year,” 

Morris said. 

The topic of Ciscoe’s talk this year is 

“Fun Ideas For Your Garden.” Along with 

his talk, Ciscoe also plans to take some 

time out to give away plants, Gardening 

with Ciscoe shirts and talk with local gar-

deners about what achievements and chal-

lenges they’re encountering here in the 

southern Puget Sound. 

“I learn so much answering garden 

questions,” he said. “I learn from people 

as much from them as they do from me. 

It’s always a give and take situation.”

In order to take home one of these 

pieces of Ciscoe memorabilia, the audi-

ence will need to answer a questions that, 

well, Morris says tends to really trip peo-

ple up. 

“These throw people into fits of ner-
vous anxiety,” he said. 

Ciscoe said he also doesn’t plan on just 

talking about fun gardening ideas. This 

year, he said he’s planning on bringing 

some very practical tips on gardening and 

getting prepped for the spring transition 

into summer. 

Attendees will learn how to prune their 

hydrangeas, roses and learn when to trim 

those pesky, yet beautiful rhododendron 

— which Ciscoe recommends holding out 

until spring, when the flowers begin their 
full bloom — in order to get the maximum 

amount of beauty out of their gardens and 

plants.

“We just wack em back down to the 

ground… so I’m going to give tips like 

that to make their hydrangeas elegant and 

beautiful,” he said. There will also be brief 

talk on how to replace those plants that 

might not have been so lucky this year. 

Ciscoe also said he plans on talking 

with Home Show attendees about planting 

and cultivating blueberries and tomatoes, 

which he said right now is the perfect time 

to start planting. The last few weeks, Cis-

coe said he’s been “planting like crazy” in 

his garden. Some of those plants include 

raspberries and blueberries, and he en-

courages people to get to hands-on with 

their trowel as soon as possible. 

“If you’ve got anywhere you can put a 

pot, you can grow blueberries,” he said. 

Oh, and don’t forget the bird netting. 

“Otherwise you’re going to have chub-

by bird and not many berries,” Ciscoe 

said with a jubilant chuckle. Blueberries, 

he said, are a great way for a beginning 

gardener to get into the business of things.

When I asked Ciscoe about what tips 

he has for the new gardener or the person 

who’s thinking about taking the leap into 

the vast world of horticulture, he said it’s 

important to practice patience and take 

failures as they come. “I believe the per-

son who has murdered the most plants is 

the true garden expert… If you look at 

it as a learning experience rather than a 

failure, then you’re going to start loving it 

more and more.”

He said he’s seen many people get too 

invested into their gardens just to have 

most of them dead by next year. It’s im-

portant to roll with the punches and enjoy 

the little things that gardening has to offer. 

And what better place to do it — Ciscoe, 

an avid world traveler, said some of the 

best gardening is done right here in the 

Pacific Northwest. 
By making gardening more of a joyful 

experience, and by the careful practice of 

patience, caretakers will learn that what 

they put into the soil and roots of their 

greenery will give back just as much to 

themselves as they gave to it.

“If you find gardening to be fun, it’s not 
going to be complicated,” Ciscoe said. “I 

think the key is to work with momma na-

ture.”

Photo Courtesy of Ciscoe Morris

Oohs, aahs and orchids! Don’t miss Ciscoe Morris’s talk at noon Sunday, April 28 at the Nisqually Valley Home, Garden and 
Trade Show. 

Continued from PAGE 6 
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SHOW  

MAP

Saturday, april 27 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
j    

Sunday, april 28 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

EXHIBIT  
HOURS

Main Stage Sponsored by:

Official ShOw SpOnSOrS:

*Vendor Key on Pages 10 & 11
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Commons ~

Blood Drive 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.   

 Saturday Only

outdoors ~

Rotary Club of Yelm                        H

Veterans Lending Group                 I

Drain-Pro Inc                                   N

Steele Clayton State Farm             L

J&A Italian Furniture                        E

Yelm Comm. Schools-CTE              O

Kimballs Ranch                             J,K

Steele Barrel                                   M

South Hill RV Sales                          G

Tacos Gaby                                     P

Home Depot Kids Workshop          F

Gym ~

Consolidated Communications A

Nisqually Valley News B

Rotary Club of Yelm C

Ronelle Funk, Allstate Ins. 1

City of Yelm 2

Re/Max Professionals 3

Bliss Experience 4

Images by Brant 5

Sunbirds Shopping Center 6

Ferguson Insurance Services 7

Bald Hill Fire 9

Culligan 10

Bees in the Burbs 11

Gutter & Roof Solutions LLC 12

Edward Jones, Matt McLellan 13

PTL Hardwood Floors LLC 14

Garlic Gourmay 15

SPS Habitat for Humanity 16

Gutter Helmet 17

Harley Exteriors 18,19

ACU 20

Dzines 21

BBQ Rally                                        22

Build It Boys                                    23

Windermere Real Estate               24

Home&Garden sHow exHibitor List

 Continued on PAGE 11
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SPS Habitat For Humanity 25

Costco 26

American Family Insurance 27

Leaf Filter 28

Bounty For Families 29

Mountain Mist 30

Champion Windows 31

TwinStar Credit Union 32,33

Renewal by Anderson 34

West Coast Power Vac 35

Bath Fitter 36,37

Cutco Cutlery 38

Bath Planet 39,40

Kimballs Ranch 41

Dept. of Labor & Industries 42

Olympia Federal CU 43,44

Preserve the Commons 45

Northwest Home Team Realty 46

Jerry's Color Center 47

Smith Brothers Farm 48

System Pavers 49

Nai Beauty 50

Scentsy 51

Hello Fresh 52

Prairie Lanes 53

Better Homes Home Improv. 54

Empowered Spirit Wellness 55

Blue Waters Acupuncture 56

Pampered Chef 57 

Creative Iron Works 58,59

Easthaven Villa 60

Alpha Steel Buildings 61

Tupperware                                   65

Sears Home Improvement           66

Buttons Soap Co.                          67

Homes For Heroes                         68

Full Moon Rising Body Care          69

Clark's Pest Control                       70

Hatchet Man Tree Services           71

Lularoe                                           72

Mary Kay Cosmetics                     73

Jehovahs Witness                          74 
*Some vendors registered after press deadline

Home&Garden sHow exHibitor List

Continued from PAGE 10 
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Search For Natural Remedies 
Prompts Start of Business

BY MEGAN HANSEN

mhansen@yelmonline.com

For Neisha Wittstruck, the creation of 

her business Buttons Soap Co. was de-

rived from need and passion.

The need to find natural remedies for 
personal skin issues and the passion to 

find answers and help people.
“I do this because I just really enjoy 

it,” Wittstruck said. “You’re constantly 

learning something new. I like to do the 

research. I really like making things that 

are purposeful, not just pretty, but pur-

poseful.”

For Wittstruck, her journey into skin 

products was out of necessity. Having 

suffered from Type 2 Rosacea for years, 

she found herself without the prescrip-

tion she’d been using for years.

So rather than fighting with insurance 
and providers, she started researching 

essential oils and other natural elements 

that could help her.

The solution, she said, was tea tree 

oil. From there her curiosity grew and 

she began looking at making other natu-

ral products for herself and her family.

And thus the start of Buttons Soap 

Co. Through her business, Wittstruck of-

fers all-natural products that just about 

anyone can use. From soaps to shampoos 

and conditioners, to conditioning bars 

and all in one body wash, Wittstruck has 

just about any product you can think of.

“It’s still always a learning process,” 

she said. “It’s the mixing, making sure 

you have the right ratios.”

Her bath bombs are made of epsom 

salt and the children’s bombs are made of 

cream of tartar so they’re not too harsh 

on fair skin.

“Everything you see, I can use,” Witt-

struck said.  “I have sensitive skin, so just 

about anyone can use these products.”

In many cases, the products she cre-

ates are just the delivery system for the 

elements.

You’ll find her bath bombs filled will 
whole ingredients like lavender and rose-

mary.

“I’m anxiously waiting for dandelions 

to start popping up,” Wittstruck said. “I 

like to add as many natural elements as 

I can.”

And she always uses food or cosmetic 

grade ingredients.

Wittstruck also doesn’t mind sharing 

her knowledge. She’s done parties where 

she’ll teach everyone how to make their 

own bath bombs.

“Soap is one of those things, it’s per-

sonal,” she said. “It’s a time when you 

can pamper yourself.”

She said she tries to use 

environmentally sound and sustainable 

ingredients and processes, which make 

products last longer.

“I use a lot of raw, local honey.”

Check out Wittstruck’s booth, 

appearing for the first time at the Home 
Show.

Photo by Megan Hansen/Nisqually Valley News

Neisha Wittstruck stands with a display of products she makes through her 
business, Buttons Soap Co. This will be her first year at the Home Show.

503 First St. S. Suite #4 • Yelm

360.400.5625 • www.bwac.biz

Blue Waters 
Acupuncture Center
Dr. Michael E. Carruth 
NCCAOM Board Certified in Acupuncture  
& Chinese Herbal Medicine 
Licensed only as an 
Acupuncturist 
in WA State

KING-5’s Best of  

Western 

Washington  

2017 poll.

Now Offering  
Dry Salt HaloBedTM Therapy! 

Benefits of Dry Salt:
Anti-aging Anti-fungal
Anti-bacterial Super absorbent
Anti-inflammatory
Proven Health Benefits:
Detoxification of the skin (eczema, psoriasis, acne)
Younger and more toned skin appearance
Reduced edema and inflammation
Deep relaxation and stress relief
Enhanced sense of well-being
Stronger immune system
Balanced nervous system
Cleansed respiratory system (lungs, asthma, allergies, COPD, 
sinusitis, smokers cough, cystic fibrosis)

Give Us a Call  
to Set Up Your  

Special 
Introductory 

Session!
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Wittstruck makes a variety of soaps and shampoo/body wash products.
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J&A Makes 
Furniture 

From Wine 
Barrels

BY DANIEL WARN

dwarn@yelmonline.com

For those wondering what happens to 
wine barrels when they’re emptied, all 
they have to do is visit J&A Italian Fur-
niture’s booth at The Nisqually Valley 
Home Show for an answer.

Joseph Dallas spent 30 years in the 
Army, and while he was stationed with 
his wife in Italy, he purchased some fine 
wooden furniture from a man named Ar-
mando, who was known to make much of 
his items with the wood from wine bar-
rels.

“I asked Armando if he would teach 
me, and, reluctantly, he said yes,” Dallas 
said. “He got me interested because he’s 
a lifetime craftsman, from generations of 
craftsmen. He’s a true master. They don’t 
use nails. Everything is put together with-
out nails. I do use nails. I use nails and 
screws — I’m not at Armando’s level. He’s 
like the Yoda of woodworking.”

So Dallas learned how to make furni-
ture with used wine barrels, but instead of 
importing them from Italy, he uses barrels 
from right here in Washington state.

“I buy retired wine barrels, which are 
called ‘retired’ when wineries no longer 
use them” Dallas said. “I buy them from 
Yakima wineries and make furniture from 
them.”

A good example of how he makes his 
furniture, is he cuts into a wine barrel and 
uses each potion for a different piece.

“For a coffee table and the wine bar, 
I cut a wine barrel in half, and then I add 
and cut to make the furniture.”

No scrap goes unused.
In fact, Dallas’s wife, Angie Dallas, 

uses all scraps for other projects, like 
making pens or wine stoppers.

She’s also a talented wood turner, us-
ing a lathe to hollow out bowls at a speed 
of 1,100 RPMs.

She got into wood turning as a retire-

ment hobby, and the craft sort of took over 
a good portion of her free time.

“So when we moved to Washington, I 
looked up a class and got into it,” Angie 
Dallas said. “I’ve just been crazy obsessed 
with it ever since.”

At the home show, one of her wood-
turned pieces will be available for raffle 
to benefit Yelm United Methodist church’s 
quest to replace its flooring. 

“One of the things that we are doing 
at the Home Show is I have made a spe-
cial tray that is going to be part of a raffle 
at $10 a ticket, which is a small fee, com-
pared to what the platter is valued at,” An-
gie Dallas said. “I mean it’s a rare find, a 
special piece of wood. If you think about 
it, a $10 raffle ticket for a platter that is 

Photo by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Joseph and Angie Dallas show off the funiture that they make for their company, J&A Italian Furniture.
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Come see
me at the
Home and

Garden Show,
I would love
to help with
any of your 
Real Estate

needs!
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worth a minimal of $250 is well worth it. 
It’s spalted cherry, so it’s a really special 
find. We’re really excited about it.”

In addition, Joseph Dallas was a wood-
worker in his own right before beginning 
his tutelage under Armando, working with 
the medium for about 20 years on his own. 
When he and his wife finally retired to the 
Yelm area, they began J&A Italian Fur-
niture from a workshop in their garage, 
where the business is still operating from.

He makes pub tables, wine bars, coffee 
tables, and more, while she makes bowls, 
lamps, vases and other wood-tuned prod-
ucts.

Typical pricing is $320 for a coffee 
table and $280 for a wine bar.

“What we try to do is make beautiful, 
quality furniture that will last a long time 
at a reasonable price,” Joseph Dallas said.

“We want them to have a little bit of 
Italy in their home.” Angie Dallas added.

For those interested in custom furni-
ture, visit J&A Italian Furniture on Face-
book and place an order, or attend the 
Nisqually Valley Home & Garden Show 
on from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 27-28 at 
Yelm High School.

Photos by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Angie Dallas displays the coffee table that her husband, Joseph Dallas, made for 
their company, J&A Italian Furniture.

Continued from PAGE 13 

A pub table that Joseph and Angie Dallas 
make for their company, J&A Italian 
Furniture.
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olyfed.com

    lympia Federal Savings home loan experts are here to 
help, with lending decisions made by people who call our 
community home. And, your loan stays right here at Oly Fed.

O

(THE LIVING PART IS UP TO YOU.)

We’ll make it your room.
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Steele Barrel 

BBQ Company
New this year, Yelm insurance agent 

Steele Clayton will be bringing his newest 
enterprise a BBQ catering company to the 
home show. Clayton, who’s known for his 
BBQ chicken at other community events, 
will bring several tasty BBQ options 
including that famous chicken along 
with some other side options. Stop by his 
outdoor location to see what he’s cooking 
up

Yelm Rotary
Student of the Month, 12 Weeks of 

Summer and the snack program at Yelm 

High School are only a few of the many 
service projects that the Rotary Club 
of Yelm can be found doing. During 
the show, Yelm rotarians will be found 
selling food and raffle tickets at their 
booth.

They will offer two meal deals: a hot 
dog, chips, two cookies and a drink for 
$5 or the same combo with a chili dog 
for $6. Everything will also be served 
individually, as well as nachos, popcorn 
and candy. Prices range from $1 to $3.50. 

Coffee and muffins will also be served 
in the morning for those who show up 
early. 

Similar to last year, the Rotary Club 
will sell raffle tickets for $5 with a 
variety of prizes. Prizes include a set 
of Adirondack chairs, a 32” flat-screen 
TV and a garden package. The drawing 
will be Sunday and winners need not be 
present to win. All proceeds will benefit 
their various community projects and 
programs.

Tacos  
Gaby

Yelm Mexican restaurant Tacos 
Gaby will be on hand with their usual 
taco truck fare. Their menu is filled 
with unique Mexican flavors; favorites 
include tortas, tamales  and quesadillas. 

Finger-Licking Good Food to Satisfy the Appetite
Checking out all of the vendors at this years Nisqually Valley Home and Garden Show 

is sure to fuel your appetite, lucky for you several vendors will be available.
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Power equiPment inc.

Quality Power Equipment You Can Depend
on from a Service Dealer You Can Trust

HOURS

MON - FRI: 8:30AM - 5:30PM

SAT: 9:00AM - 5:00PM

SUN: CLOSED

“Serving Southwest Washington Since 1974”

16510 106TH AVE. S.E. • YELM, WA 98597

TAKE EXIT 107, EAST ON PACIFIC AVE.
3729 PACIFIC AVE. S.E. • OLYMPIA

www.jnipe.com

360-400-6000

360-491-2022
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Four strong attachments. 
One sweet deal.
Buy the L2501DT tractor with a front end loader, Land Pride quick hitch, 

box blade, plus a rotary mower and you’ll get one easy monthly payment. 

Plus countless jobs well done. Visit us today.

KubotaUSA.com

© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. 0% A.P.R., 20% down, fi nancing for 84 months on purchases of new Kubota L2501DT w/R4 Tires, LA525 Loader w/66" SB Bucket, Rear 
Land Pride Quick Hitch, Land Pride BB1260 Box Blade and Land Pride RCR1260 Rotary Mower from participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers 
through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 fi nanced. Example amount based on sales price of 
$20,895. Each dealer sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Offer expires 6/30/19.

TRACTOR + ATTACHMENTS     $199 A MONTH     84 MONTHS    
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. MESSAGE AND DATA RATES MAY APPLY TO 

ENTRY VIA TEXT MESSAGE. BY SUBMITTING AN ENTRY VIA TEXT MESSAGE, ENTRANTS CONSENT TO RECEIVE UP TO SEVEN (7) TEXT MESSAGES VIA AUTOMATED TECHNOLOGY 

FROM THE SPONSOR REGARDING THIS SWEEPSTAKES. ENTRANTS WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO “OPT OUT” (OR QUIT MESSAGES) EACH TIME THEY RECEIVE A TEXT 

MESSAGE BY SENDING “STOP” TO SHORTCODE 888111. CANCELLATION BY THIS METHOD WILL NOT ELIMINATE AN OTHERWISE VALID ENTRY INTO THE SWEEPSTAKES. FOR 

HELP AT ANY TIME, TEXT “HELP” TO SHORTCODE 888111. TEXTING TO THIS SERVICE DOES NOT MEAN YOU GIVE CONSENT TO PURCHASE GOODS AND SERVICES.

Open only to legal U.S. residents of 48 contiguous U.S./D.C., 18+ (19+ in AL & NE) at the time of entry; who attend a Kubota Field Event between 4/01/19 & 6/30/19. Void where prohibited. Entry 

Period: 12:00:00 a.m. ET on 4/01/19 through 11:59:59 p.m. ET on 6/30/19. LIMIT ONE (1) ENTRY PER PERSON, REGARDLESS OF ENTRY METHOD. To enter without text messaging, at a 

Kubota Field Event meet with a Kubota Dealer to receive an Offi cial Entry form. On the Offi cial Entry form hand print your complete name, street address (no P.O. Boxes), city, state, ZIP code, age 

and phone number. Hand a Kubota Dealer the completed Offi cial Entry form by close of business on 6/30/19. To have your name and address removed from Sponsor’s mailing list, mail a postcard 

request to: Remove from Mailing List, Kubota Tractor Corporation, 10000 Kubota Dr.,Grapevine, TX 76051. Subject to Sponsor’s Privacy Policy, at https://www.kubotausa.com/privacy-policy, 

as well as Text Administrator’s Mobile Terms of Use at https://www.slicktext.com/termsofuse.php. Subject to Offi cial Rules available at www.kubotausa.com/promo/kubota-fi eld-event. Sponsor: 

Kubota Tractor Corporation, Grapevine, TX 76051.

Come to the Kubota Field Event, test drive the precision built Kubota 

equipment, and be entered for the chance to win a Kubota Sidekick, the

utility vehicle rated best-in-class for acceleration and handling with cargo.*

* Class is based these models: Polaris Ranger XP 900, John Deere XUV835M & Kawasaki Mule PRO-FXR. The handling 

comparison was performed on the FSAE SKIDPAD course in gravel conditions. ©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2019.

GRAND
OPENING
KUBOTA FIELD EVENT

at our NEW Yelm Location May 11 • 10am 3pm

• Demo Drive -

Test drive your

next tractor

• Yummy BBQ

• Register for Extra

Savings - including

coupon for up to

$250 off your next

purchase.

• Drawing for

Kuboto Orca

Cooler

Base Ball 
ticket Drawing 
every 15 mins 
& KAYO Girls 
Games for Kids


