
BY ERIC ROSANE 

erosane@yelmonline.com

W
hen it comes to 

the annual custom 

of putting up 

Christmas lights 

and decorations on front lawns, 

the tradition is special for Kevin 

Farley. Ever since he was little it’s 

been something he’s passionate 

about; more specifically, the way 
it brightens people’s mood and 

brings people together.

For the third year, Farley, 

53, of Yelm, will show off his 

grandiose Christmas display that 

he’s so-far spent three months 

erecting. 

A large inflatable snowman, 
ceramic choir boys and, of 

course, lights galore line a scenic 

holiday setting around his 5 acre 

property near the Centralia Canal 

on Wilkensen Road. Over 247 

displays have been erected thus far, 

Farley said, and he’s planning for 

more. 

Almost everyday, a brown 

UPS van drives down his narrow 

driveway; Farley said him and the 

UPS drivers are practically on a 

first name basis. Yearound, Farley 
is looking for his next addition — 

the next piece that will draw joy 

from adults and children alike. 

“Some (people) just need a little 

lightness, more happiness,” Farley 

said. 

On warm days, when he’s able 

to get some spare time and get 

out of the house, Farley works on 

maintaining, posing 

and constructing 

portions of his 

collection. Farley 

said work on his 

display has been 

difficult with a nerve injury. 
“When people say ‘you’re doing 

a lot for this,’ I’m really doing a lot 

for this,” Farley said. 

What would take someone one 

month to accomplish has taken him 

three months, Farley said. But it’s 

worth it. 

In the coming years, Farley said 

he hopes to expand his display. His 

display currently takes up over half 

his property and he’s looking to 

add more “blow-mos” and maybe 

an electric light show. 

If you’ve recently driven pass 

Ridgeline Middle School, you’ve 

probably seen AnnaMarie and 

Brian Flott’s house. It’s really hard 

to miss, given there’s over 700 

segments and tens of thousands of 

LED lights. 

Every year, for the last 13 

years in Yelm, the Flotts take to 

their shed and storage boxes after 

Thanksgiving to decorate their 

house in mass. On the first Saturday 
of December, the family then plugs 

in their lights. 

Dozens of homemade wooden 

Santa, snowmen and elves loiter the 

yard, greeting visitors with smiles 

and gleeful smirks. Red, white 

and green lights line the family’s 

house, windows and 

rain gutters, row by 

row. A giant metal 

frame arch glowing 

with lights towers 

over the families 

vehicles in their 

driveway. 

Brian Flott 

said the tradition 

goes back to 

before they lived 

in Yelm. Growing up, Christmas 

decorating was a family tradition 

him and his father would gleefully 

do each year. He said he really got 

into it after he joined the Airforce. 

Every year the family tries to 

add something new from scratch. 

“The family usually comes up 

with the idea and it’s my job to 

figure it out,” Brian Flott said. 
During the month of December 

the Flott’s electric bill triples and 

they annually replace about 20 

segments, they said. 

The Flotts never leave their 

lights on after around 10 p.m., 

except on Christmas. Being close 

to the house, the lights can get quite 

bright. 

“I don’t want to annoy the 

neighbors with lights all night 

long,” Brian Flott said, humorously. 

Inside the Flott’s house, photos 

of their lawn decorations are 

arranged around a wooden frame 

on the kitchen wall — memories 

of Christmases past. It’s a special 

time of year for them, even if their 

wallets say otherwise.
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Residents Radiating With Christmas Spirit

Left: A plastic light display of Peanuts 
and Woodstock welcome visitors on 

Monday night. Thousands of lights define 
the arches and walkways of Farley’s 

showcases.
Above: From lit Star Wars inflatables to 
plastic glowing puppies are displayed.
Right: Yearound, Kevin Farley looks for 

additional displays to add to his collection.

Left: Angels and stars 
line a lit nativity scene 

outside of Farley’s 
house.

Photos by Eric Rosane/Nisqually Valley News

Above: Over 700 segmented strips of 
lights wrap around the Flott’s house  

and property.
Top right: A small family of snowmen 

are just some of the many homemade 
light displays the Flott family have 

constructed.



BY DANIEL WARN 

dwarn@yelmonline.com

C
hristmas time is here, 
and that means many 
people will hoof it out 
onto a farm to cut down 

a Christmas tree.
Instead of putting up a fake 

version, the Sprouffskes and the 
Gerrits would like to invite area 
residents to try out the real thing. 

Sprouffske 
Trees

The Sprouffske family have 
been Christmas tree farming 
together since the mid 1960s.

In 1965 Fred and Ethel Fay 
Spouffske decided to become 
tree farmers, and by 1966 that 
first generation of Sprouffske 

tree farmers had approached 
their adult children, and formed 
an intergenerational family 
partnership to grow christmas 
trees. 

“The statement my dad 
made when he asked us all in, 
was: ‘You know, the biggest 
potential to tear a family 
up is a family forming 
a business together,’” 
said Karen Creamer, 
Fred Sprouffske’s 
daughter. ”And we 
said: ‘We won’t let it.’ 
Well, you get your 
miffs, but you get 
them straightened 
out and we’ve 
been going for 
53 years since the 
partnership.”

The original 
m e m b e r s 

included Fred and Ethel Fay 
Sprouffske, Nancy and Bill 
Roberts, Karen and Johnie 
Creamer, Larry and Mary 
Sprouffske as well as Jerry and 
Sandra Sprouffske.

Now, some of the members are 
deceased, but they leave behind 
a third and fourth generation of 
Sprouffske tree farmers. The 

oldest person still on the 
farm is Johnie Creamer at 

79 years old, and the 
youngest person on the 

farm is little Alexander 
at 6.

“I think it’s fun 
as a family farm 
because you get to 
spend a lot of time 
together,” said 

Shelley Sprouffske, 
who married into 
the third generation 

of Sprouffske tree farmers. “We 
have Thanksgiving dinner at my 
house, then Christmas dinner up 
at Jerry and Sandy’s. If everyone 
is talking at both of those, it is a 
success. You get to spend a lot of 
time with family and most people 
don’t get to do that any more.”

Sprouffske Trees sells 
Douglas firs for $30, grand 
firs for $40 and 
n o b l e firs for 
$ 5 0 . T h e y 
a l s o r e t a i l 

decorative items like swags, 
wreaths, snowflakes, crosses, door 
arches, horse-head wreaths and 
wreath bows. Sprouffske Trees 
have also been wholesaling their 
trees to places like California 
since 1972.

Hot cocoa, Russian tea, hot 
tea, coffee and candy canes come 
free during the farm’s hours of 
operation: from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily at 14020 Finian Rd SE, 
Rainier.  

Their business doesn’t just 
reach back into the 60’s. Sandra 
Sprouffske said it also reaches 
back into generations of repeat 
customers.

“We have a family from 
Puyallup that comes every year, 
and they were one of our first 
customers,” Sandra Sprouffske 
said. “They come every year so 
it’s been almost 50 years they’ve 
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360-458-7761 • 201 Tahoma Blvd SE, 
Suite 102 • Yelm, WA 98597

Our extended hours staff will be 
here for you and your family!

Tamara Bunn MD 

Robyn Davies MD 

Cheri Dorhauer MD 

Erin Flynn MD 

Andrew Larsen MD 

William Penn MD 

Bethany Sweet MD  

Chelsea Unruh MD  

Monica Wilhelm MD 

Cynthia Wilson DO

www.yelmfamilymedicine.com

YELM FAMILY

MEDICINE, PLLC
Committed to your health and our community.

Just around the corner…
so you can relax and  
enjoy your holidays!
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9am - 9pm Mon-Fri
9am - 5pm Sat & Sun
Open til noon on Christmas Eve
Closed Christmas Day

Open 9am - 5pm Dec. 31
Closed New Years Day

40400 Harts Lake Valley Rd. • Roy, WA 98580 • 360-458-7774
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Ingredients:

6 Wilcox Cage Free Eggs

1 teaspoon each of Salt and 
Pepper

1/4 cup of Mayonnaise or 

 Salad Dressing

1 tablespoon Mustard

2 tablespoons Horseradish

1/4 teaspoon Cayenne Pepper

Directions:

• Cut eggs in half lengthwise. Remove yolks; set whites aside. 

• In a bowl, mash the yolks and add mayonnaise,  
horseradish, cayenne pepper, mustard, salt & pepper; mix well.  

• Pipe or spoon into egg whites.  
Sprinkle with paprika (Optional).  
Refrigerate until serving.

Hartley Wilcox’s Deviled Eggs

360-458-2800 ~ 311 Cullens Rd. NW ~ Yelm

Assisted Living & 
Memory Care

Stop in today and have
 lunch with us and tour 
our community for free.

Happy 
Holidays!
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Senior care  
beyond  

compare  
since 1999

J EWE L ERS
Jewelry Design & Repair
www.eliedesign.com

210 E Yelm Ave 
Yelm, WA 98597

360.458.5758
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Take her  
   breath away

20% 

Discount

 with this 

Ad!

n See TREES, Page 3 

Shop in the 
Rainier Area  
for Christmas Trees,  
Receive Years of Wisdom

Colorado Blue Spruce

Nordmann Fir

Photos by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Left: Gregory Gerrits shows off 
a nordman fir, his best selling 
tree at $40. They take up to 

12 years to grow.
Below: Shelley Sprouffske 
shows off one of the tree 

farm’s Noble Firs, which for 
Sprouffske Trees is the best 
selling tree on their property 

at $50.

  From complete,
up-to-date coverage of 
local events to recaps oof 
last night’s ball games, 
the newspaper providess 
all of the information a 
person could want and
more.
  This Christmas, 

make sure all of your 
family and friends
are in the know. Stuff 
their stockings with a 
newspaper subscriptionn.

106 Plaza Drive N.E., Yelm
360-458-2681 • www.yelmonline.com

F l

The perfect 
stocking 
stuffer...

p p p



been coming out here. Now I’m 
seeing her grandkids and her great-
grandkids. So we’ve got some 
really long-lasting customers that 
are just sweethearts.”

Gerrits  
Greens

Gregory Gerrits and his 
wife purchased the property 
that became Gerrits Greens in 
December of 1981. 

“We cleared the land, then 
planted our first crop when my wife 
was pregnant with our daughter,” 
Gerrits said. “It was early 1983.”

When he and his family 
first started out, they had high 
aspirations, Gerrits said. 

“We were going to have five 
areas, but now we have one, two, 
three areas,” Gerrits said. “We 
planted area one in 1983 originally, 
and area two in 1984, but we 
had a high mortality rate, so for 
years and years we replanted and 
replanted to get them 

established. Then kids came along 
and you put everything on hold. 
We had area three planted when 
my son was in high school — in 
2003 or 2004.”

During Christmas season 
Gerrits wakes up early, and 
sometimes isn’t done helping 
customers until he’s finding trees 
by lantern-light, he said. Selling 
95 percent of his trees on the 
weekend, the weekdays can be 
pretty droll, but he makes the best 
of it, welcoming guests and treating 
them like family. Plus, it gives him 
more time to baby his trees.

“On the weekends it is an 
absolute zoo,” Gerrits said. 
“I have 25 parking spots 
marked out, and on a good 
weekend, I’ll have 
e v e r y one of 

them full and have people 
parking in the weeds.”

He is open every day of 
the week from 9 a.m. to 
dusk off of Vail Cutoff 
Road. Call (360) 446-
7199 for directions. 

His trees range 
from $20 to $40 
— the longer it 
takes to grow the 
tree, the more 
expensive it 
is. He grows 
Douglas firs, 
grand firs, cork 
bark firs, Korean 
firs, Colorado 
blue spruces, 
Canaan firs, 
shasta red firs, nordman firs, noble 
firs and Serbian spruces, to name 
several.

Here is 
Little More 
Information 

About Some of 
the Trees:

Douglas Fir — The tree is 
native to the area, so when Gerrits 
plants one, it only takes six or seven 
years until it can be sold.

Grand fir — This tree is also 
a native. It’s a true fir and can be 

grown in about eight or nine years.
Corkbark Fir — This tree 

is native to the Arizona, New 
Mexico area. They have the look 
of a Colorado blue spruce, but 
their needles aren’t sharp. 
They can have a bluish tint to 
them.

Colorado Blue Spruce — 
Gerrits quit growing the 
Colorado blue spruce 
and started growing the 
corkbark fir, he said, 
but won’t know if that 
was a good idea until 
up to 12 years later.

Shasta Red Fir — 
At one point, Gerrits 

probably had 3,500 
o f them, he said, 

but the ones he has left are 
getting a bit too big, 
c a u s i n g him to 
have to make a 
decision in the 

next fews years about whether or 
not he’ll plant any more of them.

Nordmann Fir — The ones 
Gerrits is really in love with are 
the nordman fir, he said, but there 
is a drawback to them. When he 
puts them in the ground, they’re 
six to nine inches tall by three 
years old, then they sit there for 
a year or two and finally start 
growing. They take about 12 
years to grow. And Gerrits says 
he can’t grow them fast enough, 

since about 85 percent of his 
sales are nordman.

Noble Firs — Gerrits calls 
these “a good Christmas tree,”  
but in 1983 he planted 1,400 of 
them and within two years, 1,300 
of them died. He said he thinks 
the reason that they didn’t take 
at first was because he planted 
plugs instead of bare root and 
didn’t have very good weed 
control. He has since resumed 
planting these trees.
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Premier Collision CARSTAR Yelm

103 1st St. N., Yelm, WA 98597
carstarofyelm@carstarusa.com

360.458.2599 

Locally Owned & Operated

Quality Repairs

Lifetime Nationwide Warranty
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Merry Christmas 
from  

Premier Collision  
CARSTAR

TREES:  
Continued From Page 2

Corkbar Fir

Grand Fir

Noble Fir

Above: Jerry Spouffske unloads Christmas 
trees at Sprouffske Trees.

Photos by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Below: Gregory Gerrits measures the top of a Christmas 
tree. If the trunk near the top is too long, with little buds 
along it, then the tree is in danger of having a bare spot, 

which in’t good for business.

1507 Yelm Ave. • Yelm

360.458.4887

SERVICE DEPARTMENT 360-458-4322

Everyone’s 

Favorite 

Gift!

Check out  our website!AttwoodAutoSales.com
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Happy 

Holidays!

The City of
Yelm Wishes

Everyone a
Safe & Happy

Holiday Season!

www.yelmwa.gov
360-458-3244 C
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Walk-in Appointments Available!

360.458.4247

35025 90th Ave. S. 

Suite 7  /  Roy, WA

Color / Cut / Waxing / Massage / Facial

Open: Tues. - Sat. 9am - 6pm

 Thurs./Fri. 9am - 8pm

www.blissexperiencesalon.com
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Because it should be.

Douglas Fir



PRICES EFFECTIVE  DEC. 11 - DEC. 24, 2018

Countdown to 
Christmas!

PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED
TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

CHEHALIS 360-748-3337
YELM 360-458-2009

• Uses No Electricity

• Powered Only By Heat From Your Free 

Standing Stove

• Starts Automatically When Temp. 

Reaches 230°

• Runs Silently While Pushing Warm Air 

Away From Stove

$5999

REGULAR PRICE $69.99

• 1 Gallon, 1 

Horsepower

• Portable Wet/

Dry Vac

• Wall Mountable 

w/4’ x 1 1/4” Hose

• Fast Acting For 

Sidewalks, 

Driveways, Steps 

And Parking Lots

• Gentler On Concrete 

Than Conventional 

Ice Melters
• Provides Extra Durability And Protects 

Finished Surfaces

• Heavy Duty

• Textured PVC  

Outershell

$1999

$599$1499

REGULAR PRICE $35.99

REGULAR PRICE $8.99REGULAR PRICE $19.99

THE ORIGINAL WET/DRY VAC

• 14.1 Oz. Propane Bottle

• Auto Igniter Torch

• Stainless Steel Burner 

Tube

• Adjustable Flame

• Regulator Valve

$1999
REGULAR PRICE $31.99

PROPANE
TORCH KIT

• 3 Jack Knife Set, 

Wildlife Lock 

Backs

• 3 Wood Handle Set

• Limited Editions, 

Collector Tins

$1899
REGULAR PRICE $29.99

UNCLE HENRY / OLD TIMER
MULTI KNIFE GIFT SET

• Multi Bearings

• Left / Right Hand

• 4 Sizes To Choose From

$1899
REGULAR PRICE $24.99

OPTIX SPINNING REELS

• Spin Or Casting

• Cork Or Graphite Handles

•One Year Warranty

$6999
REGULAR PRICE $89.99

X-11 
SALMON/STEELHEAD RODS

• Long Bow Style

• With Arrows

• High Quality

$1399
REGULAR PRICE $16.99

YOUTH RECREATIONAL
BOW

• 20 Mega Pixel, 

Blackout

• 80 Ft. Range 

Flash, Infrared

• HD Video, 16:9 

Wide Screen 

Image

$6499
REGULAR PRICE $129.99

STEALTH CAM
CAMO GAME CAMERA

• 2 Colors To Choose 

From

• 10 Round Mag, Light, 

Compact

• Made In USA, Lifetime 

Warranty
$21999

REGULAR PRICE $269.99

SCCY PISTOLS
9 MM SEMI AUTO 20 LB

ICE MELTER
DEWALT

KNEE PADS

ENTIRE CHRISTMAS DEPARTMENT

save 50% 0FF!

• 100 Inch 

Circumference

• The Worlds 

Bounciest 

Inflatable Ball

$1299
REGULAR PRICE $19.99

DUNCAN
MEGA BOUNCE

• Stainless Steel

• 16 MM, 22MM, 32MM, 

and 38 MM Stuffing 

Tubes
$7999

REGULAR PRICE $129.99

5 LB SAUSAGE STUFFER

• 80” x 60”

• Deer Print

$1799
REGULAR PRICE $29.99

ULTRA PLUSH
BLANKET

• 50” x 60”

• Red, Green, Or Blue 

Plaid

$1299
REGULAR PRICE $19.97

REVERSIBLE 
SOFT TOUCH BLANKET

• Queen Size

• Assorted Prints

$1599
REGULAR PRICE $24.99

FAUX FUR
LUXURY BLANKET

• Cook And 

Carry 

$3999
REGULAR PRICE $59.99

6 QUART SLOW COOKER

$2999
REGULAR PRICE $39.99

CAST IRON TEA KETTLE

• Shuffle Board, 

Curling, Bowling, 

And Table Tennis

$1199
REGULAR PRICE $14.99

4-IN-1
TABLE TOP GAMES

• 17 1/4" x 9" Grilling Surface

• Great For Camping or The 
Backyard

$8999

REGULAR PRICE $129.99

SPORTSMAN GRILL

• The Perfect John 

Deere For Child 

Size Chores

$6999
REGULAR PRICE $99.99

JOHN DEERE
TRIKE AND WAGON

• 2 Quart

• Enameled 

Interior

• 12 Oz. Firm Hand, 100% 
Cotton Ring Spun Duck

• Chap Style Double Front 

•Multiple Tool And Utility 
Pockets

• Left Leg Hammer Loop

DOUBLE-FRONT
DUCK WORK DUNGAREE

$1999
REGULAR PRICE $24.97

• 14 Oz., 100% Cotton Rigid 
Denim

• Suspender Buttons

• Tool Pockets

• Rivets Stress Points

SINGLE KNEE
LOGGER JEANS

$1999
REGULAR PRICE $24.97

• 1/2 Zip Or Button 
Front

• Long Sleeves
• Two Chest Pockets 

With Button Thru 
Flaps

HICKORY
SHIRT

• Choose From A 
Variety Of Prints 
And Colors

T-SHIRT OR SWEATSHIRT

$1499
REGULAR PRICE $21.97

• Polyester Shell 
With Warm 
Thermal Knit 
Lining

• Polyester Fill

• Full Zipper Front

• Attached Hood

MAXXSEL
THERMAL LINED SWEATSHIRT

$2999
REGULAR PRICE $39.97

• 100% Cotton Work 
Jacket

• Quilted Lining

• Full Zipper Front

• Attached Hood

WFS
CANVAS WORK JACKET

$1299
REGULAR PRICE $19.97

• 100% Cotton 
Heavy Weight 
Flannel

• Two Chest Pockets 
With Button Thru 
Flaps

• Assorted Plaids

CANYON GUIDE
BRAWNEY FLANNEL SHIRT

$1299
REGULAR PRICE $19.97

• Solid Reverses To 
Plaid Fleece

• Full Zipper  Front

• Two Hand-
Warmer  Pockets

MAXXSEL
REVERSIBLE SWEATSHIRT

$499
REGULAR PRICE $9.97

• Cotton / Polyester 
Blend

• Button-Down 
Collar

• Left Chest Pocket

RQQBA
LIGHT WEIGHT FLANNEL SHIRT

$1499
REGULAR PRICE $21.97

• Polyester Fleece 
Shell

• Warm Polyester 
Sherpa Lining

• Multiple Pockets

• Button Thru Flap 
Over Full Zipper 
Front

MAXXSEL
CPO SHIRT JACKET SHERPA LINED

• Carhartt Logo On 
Left Sleeve

• 50% Cotton / 50% 
Polyester Blend

• Front Hand-
Warmer Pocket

MIDWEIGHT HOODED
LOGO SWEATSHIRT

• 100% Cotton 
Jersey Knit

• Left Chest 
Pocket With 
Sewn-On 
Carhartt Label

• Tagless Neck 
Label

WORKWEAR
POCKET T-SHIRT

FOR LADIES

• 100% Acrylic Rib Knit Fabric
• Classic Watch Hat Styling With 

Visor
• Embroider Carhartt Logo on 

Front

KNIT HAT WITH VISOR

• Choose From An Assortment 
Of Styles

• Metal Gift Box

LEATHER WALLETS

$1999

REGULAR PRICE $29.97

Sweatshirt

$1199

REGULAR PRICE $15.97

t-shirt

• 2 Pair Package

• Wool Blend

• All Season

• Made In USA

BOOT SOCKS

$399
REGULAR PRICE $5.97

• Men’s Or Ladies

• Insulated

• Warmth, Comfort, 
Performance

POLAR EXTREME
THERMAL SOCKS

$499
REGULAR PRICE $6.97

• Many Styles To Choose 
From

• 100% Cotton Flannel

LADIES
FLANNEL SHIRTS

$999
REGULAR PRICE $14.97

• Choose From An 

Assortment Of 

Styles And Colors

GOLD MEDAL
FASHION LEGGINGS FOR WOMEN

$699
REGULAR PRICE $9.97

• Warm Polyester 
Fleece

• Assorted Plaids 
And Prints

LADIES
FLEECE LOUNGE PANTS

$699
REGULAR PRICE $9.97

• Buttery Soft

• Fits Sizes 9-11

• Assorted Colors

GOLD MEDAL
3 PAIR PACKAGE BUTTER SOCKS

$399
REGULAR PRICE $4.97

• 80% Merino Wool

• Made In USA

• Assorted Colors

BOOT SOCKS FOR CHILDREN

$199
REGULAR PRICE $3.97

$2999
REGULAR PRICE $39.97

• Button Front

• Two Chest Pockets

• Assorted Plaids

HICKORY SHIRT CO.
QUILT LINED SHIRTS FOR CHILDREN

$999
REGULAR PRICE $16.97

• Button Front Or 
1/2 Zip

• Two Chest Pockets

• Assorted Plaids

HICKORY SHIRT CO.
FLANNEL SHIRTS FOR CHILDREN

$999
REGULAR PRICE $16.97

• Cotton / Polyester 
Blend Shell

• Polyester Sherpa 
Lining

• Full Zipper Front

•Attached Hood

ALEXA RAY
SHERPA LINED SWEATSHIRT

$1299
REGULAR PRICE $19.97

• Acrylic Knit With 
Polyester Faux Fur 
Lining

• Assorted Colors

MUKLUK
CABIN SOCKS FOR WOMEN

$499
REGULAR PRICE $6.97

• Men’s, Ladies Or 
Kids

• 40 Grams 
Thinsulate™ 
Insulation

GRAND SIERRA
WINTER GLOVES FOR THE FAMILY

$699
REGULAR PRICE $9.97

Gifts for The Kids Family FootwearGifts for The Ladies In Your Life

ALL LADIES BOTTOMS ALL BOYS AND GIRLS BOTTOMS
SLIPPERS

ATHLETIC FOOTWEAR

HIKERS FOR THE FAMILY

20% 
OFF

20% 
OFF

FOR CHILDREN

FOR MEN AND LADIES

FOR MEN AND LADIES

MEN’S, LADIES AND KIDS

20% 
OFF

entire 

selection

20% 
OFF

entire 

selection

• Suede And 
Mesh Upper

• Rugged 
Outsole

• Choose From A Variety 

Of Styles And Colors
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Warm  
& healthy 
wishes to all!
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360-458-7761   
201 Tahoma Blvd SE, 

Suite 102 ~ Yelm

www.yelmfamilymedicine.com

YELM FAMILY

MEDICINE, PLLC
Committed to your health and our community.

11242 Bald Hill Rd. 

360-400-4141

OPEN: M-F 8:30-6:30

Sat. 8:30-5:30 • Sun. 9:00-4:00

Happy  
Holidays!

C
H

5
9
1
9
6
9
rn

1507 YELM AVE., YELM

360-458-4887
SERVICE DEPT. • 360-458-4322

WWW.ATTWOODAUTOSALES.COM

CH592484rn

May the new  
year bring peace 

and goodness into 
your lives!

“She will give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name  
Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  
(Matthew 1:20-21)

www.blissexperiencesalon.com

Because it 
Should Be!

35025 

90th Ave. S. 

Suite 7  /  Roy, WA

360.458.4247

Happy  
Holidays 

from

Come,  
Relax  
with Us!
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15846 123rd Ave SE
Yelm, WA 98597

360-458-2555

Been in business for over 30 yrs.

We are here to serve you.

B&H
Towing

MERRY

CHRISTMAS
from
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207 1st St S

Yelm, WA 98597

360-458-4618

www.jz-rose.com

Happy 
Holidays
from our  
family to yours.
360-458-2800 

311 Cullens Rd. NW

Yelm, WA
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Assisted Living & 
Memory  Care

BEST WISHES
During this Holiday Season

Power
Equipment Inc.

  360-400-6000 •

YELM

360-491-2022

OLYMPIA
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J EWE L ERS
Jewelry Design & Repair

www.eliedesign.com

210 E Yelm Ave 
Yelm, WA 98597

360.458.5758
CH593083mn

20% 

Discount

 with this 

Ad!

Wishing you  
a happy & beautiful  

holiday season.

Premier Collision 

CARSTAR Yelm
103 1st St. N., Yelm, WA 98597

360.458.2599

carstarofyelm@carstarusa.com
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We Wish You a 

Merry Christmas!

Nine locations • Fully accredited

Board Certified Medical Directors

260 Lee St SW  
Tumwater, WA 
3 754 825

954 Anderson Dr 
Ste. 101A 
Aberdeen,  

612-3069

 
 

May Your Dreams 

Come True this 

Holiday Season!
h 

260 Lee St SW  
Tumwater, WA 
360-754-3825

954 Anderson Dr 
Ste. 101A 
Aberdeen, WA 
360-612-3069

1611 Kresky Ave. 
Suite 114 
Centralia, WA 
360-807-4131
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www.yelmprairiedental.com

202 First Street South 

Yelm, WA

360.458.7645

Happy 
Holidays!

Celebrating our  

First Year!
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The City of Yelm 
Wishes Everyone
a Safe & Happy
Holiday Season!

www.yelmwa.gov
360-458-3244
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Merry Christmas!

Roy, WA

360-458-7774
www.wilcoxfarms.com

Together, Christensen’s Home Furnishings, Yelm Community Schools and the Nisqually Valley News worked with the Angel Tree project.  
The effort was joined by these local businesses which each generously donated $50 to the Angel Tree project. 

This program helped give  
needy teens in the area 

 each a “want” and  
a “need” for Christmas.

Angel

Local Grocery Chains Give Back This Season
BY ERIC ROSANE 

erosane@yelmonline.com

For some, keeping money in 
the wallet and food on the table 
can be a difficult balance this time 
of year. Local grocery chains are 
looking to give back locally to 
help offset this worry. 

Home Team Harvest, a sea-
sonal food drive program put on 
by Northwest Harvest and KING 

5 News, is one of many well-
known drives locally that help 
give back to those in need. 

At participating Safeway and 
Albertsons stores, customers can 
purchase “hunger bags,” contain-
ing shelf-stable foods such as mac 
n cheese, soups and rice. Bags 
will be tallied per store, then the 
food will be sent out from North-
west Harvest’s warehouse in Kent 
to local food banks. 

“The food banks don’t have to 

pick it up… it’s a really high vol-
ume of food,” said Sara Osborne, 
a spokesperson for Safeway.

These donations through the 
program stay local, so customers 
know they’ll be helping to benefit 
their community. 

The Yelm Safeway has al-
ready exceeded its hunger bag 
goal of 1,800 by 155 bags already, 
and its still accepting them. 

Hunger bags cost $10 and can 
be purchased at the Yelm Safeway 

at 1109 E Yelm Ave. The Home 
Team Harvest program runs all 
December long. 

Yelm Walmart has recent-
ly been reducing food prices 
through programs and donated to 
25 different programs this year, 
store manager Shey Pope said. 

Pope said he’s hoping these 
contributions can make a positive 
impact in his store’s community. 

”We’re a big part of a small 
community,” Pope said. 

Walmart has donated to 
causes, such as Yelm Athletics, 
local schools and churches during 
the holiday season, Pope said. 

It also matched NVN adver-
tiser turkey donations to Yelm 
Community Services at Thanks-
giving and committed to do the 
same with hams for the holidays. 
Each ad sold in this special sec-
tion will offset the cost of a ham 
donation for YCS’ Christmas 
meal program.

Free Movie Toy Drive This Weekend
Watch ‘A Christmas Carol’ or ‘Fred Claus’

BY NISQUALLY  

VALLEY NEWS 

Feel like catching a movie? 
Yelm Cinemas is offering a 
chance to do some good while 
watching one of two entertaining 
movies. 

Yelm Cinemas is teaming 
up with the Yelm Midday Lions 
Club, Timberland Bank and the 
Nisqually Valley News for its 
toy drive and free movie. It is the 
sixth year they’ve held the event 
and for the first time attendees 
have two options to choose from.

Families or individuals can 
bring an unwrapped, new toy to 
the cinemas. In exchange, they’ll 
be able to watch either of the 
films for free before the cinema’s 
normal operating hours.

The event starts at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 15 with “Fred 
Claus” starting at 9 a.m. and “A 
Christmas Carol” starting at 
9:10 a.m. Previous years have 
seen around 100 to 150 people. 

The film can be shown on more 
than one screen at once, so if one 
theater fills up, they’ll open up 
another one.

All the toys will be donated 
to Yelm Community Services, 
which will distribute them to 
families in need.

“The Lions Club has always 
been active in the community and 
the focus of the Midday Branch 
is local children,” 
said Yelm Midday 
Lions Club 
President Beatrix 
Austin. “It is an 
event that people 
look forward to. 
Some kids might 
not have a chance 
to go to the movie 
theater. This allows 
them to come to the 
movie, wear pajamas, 
get their picture taken 
with Santa and get a 
free snack pack. This 
is something special 

for them to kick off their winter 
break.”

Yelm Cinemas rents the movie 
and provides staff and the facility. 
Timberland Bank has donated 
funds for the snack packs where 
every kid gets free popcorn, pop 
and candy. The Nisqually Valley 
News donates advertising to 
promote the event.

“When you see the children 
taking pictures with Santa, 
it’s a special event for them 
that they’ll always 
remember,” Austin said. 
“We, as a club, are very 
excited. The (cinemas) 
employees are usually 

just delighted to see the children. 
It’s a win-win for everyone, and a 
special holiday thing for us all.”

Thank You to These Local Businesses!



BY DANIEL WARN 

dwarn@yelmonline.com

With the holidays in full 

swing, many people have diverse 

traditions that they observe.

Whether a person identifies 
as Jewish or Catholic, there are 

those systems of faith that have 

holiday beliefs and traditions at-

tached to them.

Here are just a few of these 

holiday traditions from churches 

and individuals that are located in 

the region.

Catholic
Shelley Sprouffske, a catho-

lic who lives in Rainier, said the 

biggest tradition that catholics 

observe during the holidays is ad-

vent.

“That’s the four weeks that 

lead up to Christmas,” Sprouff-

ske said. “And advent is all about 

preparation — so it’s the waiting 

for Jesus, really making yourself 

ready for when he is born.”

She said that she loves it be-

cause in the hustle and bustle of 

the Christmas season, it’s easy to 

forget the reason for that season. 

Advent helps her focus on what 

really matters.

“We have the advent wreath,” 

Sproufske said. “It’s usually ev-

ergreen, but it can really be any-

thing. It’s in a circle and has four 

candles — three of them are pur-

ple and one is pink.”

On each of the four weeks of 

advent, another candle is lit, and 

each candle represents something 

else, all in the service of prepar-

ing hearts for the coming of Jesus.

The first candle represents 
hope, the second represents prep-

aration, three is joy and the fourth 

one is love.

“We have an advent wreath, 

and it sits on our kitchen table,” 

Sprouffske said. “We burn it 

down during dinner time.”

Judaism 
The people who go to the 

Chabad Jewish Center in Tum-

water celebrate Chanuka — also 

spelled Hanukkah — every year.

But their tradition around the 

Jewish holiday is unique to them. 

They put up a giant menorah — 

which means candelabra — in a 

city park near them to let its light 

shine for all people in that area.

And this year, the jewish cen-

ter brought their giant menorah to 

Yelm, starting a new tradition.

“For the first time we are put-
ting up a giant menorah in City 

Park,” said Rabbi Yosef Schtroks. 

“We will be there the whole week 

in memory of the Pittsburgh mas-

sacre a few weeks ago.”

To celebrate Chanuka, observ-

ers will light a candle on the me-

norah, on each of the eight nights 

of the holiday. Then they will 

celebrate with donuts and other 

friend food.

The reason for the fried food, 

is because a person fries food in 

oil, and the holiday is all about 

light that came from oil. In an-

cient times, some jewish people 

were in a temple and they had 

lamps that could only be lit with a 

special kind of oil, Schtroks said. 

They thought they were out of the 

oil, but a small potion of it was 

found. To get new oil, it would 

take eight days, so they lit their 

lamp with the rest of the special 

oil and prayed.

It lasted eight days.

Lutheran
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

of Yelm, a part of the ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America) branch of Lutherans, 

is a Christian denomination that 

celebrates Christmas over the 

holidays.

Instead of a Christmas tree, 

Lutherans decorate what they call 

a “Chismon tree” in the foyer of 

their church building. 

“The Chrismon tree was first 
used by North American Luther-

ans in 1957, and although later 

spread to other Christian church-

es, we Lutherans started it!” said 

Jeannie Davis, administrator of 

Emanuel Lutheran Church.

“For Christians, the tradition-

al Christmas tree, ‘symbolizes 

the eternal life Jesus Christ pro-

vides,’” she said. “The Chrismon 

tree differs in that it is decorated 

only with clear lights and Chris-

mon ornaments – these are only 

made from white, gold and silver 

materials – white is the church 

color for Christmas and symbol-

izes Jesus’ majesty and glory –  

they are the liturgical colors of 

the Christmas season.”

They even put Jesus’ name 

and his title, Christ, on the tree 

in Greek monograms, like when 

people put someone’s name on a 

birthday cake, Davis said.

Emmanuel Lutheran also 

celebrates advent, but one of its 

candles differs in meaning from 

the Catholics. Dec. 2 of this year 

stands for hope; Dec. 9 stands for 

peace; Dec. 16 stands for joy; and 

Dec. 23 stands for love. On each 

of these dates, Emanuel Lutheran 

lights the candle corresponding to 

it.

Apostolic 

Pentecostal
Colton Wark, assistant pastor 

of Yelm Jesus Name Pentecostal 

Church, said that he assumes that 

his church does similar traditions 

to those of other Christian De-

nominations.

“We annually hold a ‘Christ-

mas Banquet,’” Wark said. “The 

Church provides a fantastic for-

mal dinner meal. The decor and 

dress is formal, creating a won-

derful atmosphere. Entertainment 

consists of Christian Songs, a few 

group games and light-hearted 

couples games.”

Contrary to some other Chris-

tian denominations, Yelm JNPC 

doesn’t use the Christmas theme 

in its worship services.

“For 2018, Sunday the 23rd 

will be just as any other service, 

with the continued expectation of 

the Spirit of God filling our ser-
vice,” Wark said. “To us, this is as 

Christmas as it can get.”

Evangelical 

Covenant
Crossroads Community 

Church, a part of the Evangelical 

Covenant denomination of Chris-

tianity, does a Christmas play ev-

ery year — the proceeds of which 

go to helping people in need.

“The play is different each 

year, written and directed by Pat 

and/or Debbie MacNealy, our 

worship director and her hus-

band,” said Deborah Baker, min-

istry facilitator at Crossroads. 

“The play is very well done so 

much so that we have folks who 

don’t attend our church who faith-

fully come back every year to see 

what the next play is.”

While the play has already 

wrapped up, the performance 

helped a lot of struggling families 

in the Yelm prairie communities 

with food & gifts, Baker said.

Crossroads also provides 

Christmas food and hygiene bas-

kets for “struggling folks who 

have no other resources,” she 

said, the perfect Christmas gift 

for those who really need it.

Another tradition that Cross-

roads cherishes involves three 

candlelight services on Christmas 

Eve. The first one is kid-friendly, 

so there is no flames, but the oth-

ers feature a potion of the service 

done by candlelight.

Parishioners will also have the 

ability to dress up.

“This year we are having a 

Progressive Nativity where at-

tendees can wear a costume as one 

of the characters of the Christmas 

story and come on stage when 

that portion for the story is told,” 

Baker said. “By the end you have 

a stage full of folks representing 

the nativity.”

United  

Methodist
The United Methodist denom-

ination is another Christian tradi-

tion that uses an advent wreath 

and the lighting of its candles to 

help prepare parishioners for the 

coming of the Christ child.

“A denominational as well as 

a local Methodist church tradi-

tion is to celebrate when Jesus 

Christ came to humanity, which 

we know as Christmas,” Pastor 

Douglas Thomison said. “Prior 

to Christmas arriving, we spend 

the month of December in prep-

aration which we call Advent 

(“coming”).”

The church also holds a 

Christmas Eve candlelight ser-

vice, symbolizing the light of 

Christ as he comes into the 

world.
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Don’t forget to 

use your dental 

benefits before the 
end of the year or 
you’ll lose them!
Call today to 
reserve a place 
on our schedule. 
We’ve got a unique 

atmosphere in 
a family friendly 
office.

Beat the Year-End Rush

Use it - Don’t Lose it!

www.yelmprairiedental.com

202 First Street South • Yelm, WA

Save $100 

On Treatments 

Over  $500!

360.458.7645

We Are Now Taking  
Most Insurances! 

Check Us Out!

Yelm’s 
Holiday 
Faith 
Traditions 
a Diverse 
Tapestry Photo by Daniel Warn/Nisqually Valley News

Shelley Sprouffske lights the hope candle in St. Columban Catholic Church as part of her 
observance of the season of advent, which coincides with the Christmas season. Advent is all 

about the preparation of one’s heart for the birth of Jesus.
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11242 Bald Hill Rd. • 360-400-4141
The Real Farm Store — 12,000 Items in Stock!

Please call for hours on Christmas Eve as 
we may be closed both Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day this year. We will reopen 
regular hours the day after Christmas. 
We will be open New Years Eve until  

3:00 pm, closed New Years Day.

Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018 

10 am - 1 pm
Pictures by Yelm Animal Alliance  

and Yelm Vet Clinic  

Merry Christmas!

Minimum Donation of $5 Supports Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinics  

Pictures with Santa

& Vaccine Clinic

Dog/Cat Food Sale  
Dec. 13-16

For Pets 
and Their 
People!

We provide care to patients with 
a full range of sleep disorders

Nine locations • Fully accredited
Board Certified Medical Directors

260 Lee St SW  
Tumwater, WA 
360-754-3825

954 Anderson Dr 
Ste. 101A 
Aberdeen, WA 
360-612-3069

1611 Kresky Ave. 
Suite 114 
Centralia, WA 
360-807-4131

260 Lee St SW  
Tumwater, WA 
3 754 825

954 Anderson Dr 
Ste. 101A 
Aberdeen,  

612-3069

 
 

If you’ve met 
your insurance 
deductible, this 
is a good time to 
maximize benefits 
before year-end! 

Considering a sleep study? 
Call today for your 
consultation.

Tired of being tired?
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15846 123rd Ave SE 

Yelm, WA 98597

360-458-2555

Been in business for over 30 yrs.

We are here to serve you.

We care about

you and your

loved ones

getting

home safely.

We Offer

Competitive

Pricing!

B&H
Towing

CH591957rb
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Power equiPment inc.
Quality Power Equipment

You Can Depend on from a
Service Dealer You Can Trust

HOURS: MON - FRI: 8:30AM - 5:30PM

SAT: 9:00AM - 5:00PM • SUN: CLOSED

“Serving Southwest Washington Since 1974” 10615 BALD HILL RD. S.E. • YELM

TAKE EXIT 107, EAST ON PACIFIC AVE.
3729 PACIFIC AVE. S.E. • OLYMPIA

www.jnipe.com

360-400-6000

360-491-2022

J&I
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.B1ST PLACE WINNER

 jandipowerequipment.net

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

FInd gifts for everyone on your list

HARD TO WRAP

EASY TO GIVE

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER
$13995

$17995
2 1

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW
$17995

See your tax advisor for details. Learn more at KubotaUSA.com.
1. Limitations under Section 179 may apply. See a qualified tax professional for advice on your specific situation.

2. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are 

based on various standards or recommended practices.  
 jandipowerequipment.net

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER
$13995

$17995
2 1

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW
$17995

Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at jandipowerequipment.net. All prices are SNW-SRP. Available at participating dealers while 
supplies last. †The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it  is installed on.  © 2018 STIHL

 jandipowerequipment.net

“I couldn’t be more happy 
with the product. It fires 
right up, runs strong and 
is effortless to operate.“

– user Smitty44

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER
$13995

$17995
2 1

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW
$17995

 jandipowerequipment.net

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER
$13995

Includes AK 20 battery and AL 101 charger.

$17995
NOW JUST WAS 

$199.95 

SNW-SRP

Offer valid  
through 12/31/18 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

“This is an excellent product. I love this blower. 
Easy to use. Powerful. GREAT features.”

 – user Jerry41

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW
$17995

 jandipowerequipment.net

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER

“It is a great piece of equipment for the price, 
and it has dependability I can count on.”

– ser TL805

$13995

$17995
2 1

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW
$17995

 jandipowerequipment.net

$12995

FS 38 

TRIMMER

BG 50 

HANDHELD 

BLOWER
$13995

$17995
2 1

BGA 56  

BATTERY-POWERED 

HANDHELD BLOWER SET

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW

“I’m glad I went with the 170--the price 
and reliability are outstanding.”

– user prutsmanbros93

$17995

16" bar†

RIDE IT OFF THE LOT.
WRITE IT OFF YOUR TAXES.

SEC.179

RIDE IT OFF

Lower your taxes and cross over to more when you buy a Kubota RTV-XG850 
Sidekick by Dec. 31 with the Section 179 tax deduction.1

• 48-HP2 water-cooled gasoline engine with quick acceleration and speeds up to 40 mph

• Carries up to 15.2 cubic feet or half a ton, with optional hydraulic dumping

• Standard 2,000 lbs. towing capacity on level terrain (1,550 lbs. on inclines)

• Ergonomic controls and split-bench seat, plus cup holder and DC phone charger

FAMILY FEATURES 

W
ith 334 days leading up to December, make the most 
of the season by enjoying the holiday’s quintessential 
flavors like gingerbread, peppermint and cinnamon – 

with double the festive treats to please every taste. 
Transform one vibrant holiday flavor into two festive treats 

that family and friends are sure to love. Nothing signals the 
holiday season like the sweet and spicy snap of gingerbread. 
Enjoy this must-have flavor in freshly baked Gingerbread Men 
Cookies or a Triple Chocolate Gingerbread cake. 

Peppermint offers a refreshing, sweet taste that’s perfect for 
gifted treats like Peppermint Crunch Popcorn and Peppermint 
Bars. Also, cinnamon stars twice as nice in a Peanut Butter 
Snickerdoodle Tart with Cinnamon Peanut Crust and decadent 
Cinnamon Caramel Swirl Bars. 

Find more gingerbread, peppermint and cinnamon treats  
at McCormick.com. 

Peanut Butter 
Snickerdoodle Tart 
with Cinnamon 
Peanut Crust
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 8 minutes
Servings: 8 

1 1/2  cups lightly salted  
 roasted peanuts,  
 lightly crushed
3  tablespoons packed  
 brown sugar
3  tablespoons butter,  
 melted
1  teaspoon McCormick  
 Ground Cinnamon,  
 divided
3  tablespoons chocolate  
 milk
4  ounces semi-sweet  
 chocolate, coarsely  
 chopped
1/2  cup creamy  
 peanut butter
2  tablespoons sweetened  
 condensed milk
1  teaspoon McCormick  
 Pure Vanilla Extract
1/2  cup heavy cream

Heat oven to 350 F. In 
medium bowl, mix peanuts, 
sugar, butter and 1/2 teaspoon 
cinnamon. Remove 1/4 cup 
and spread on small baking 
sheet. Divide remaining peanut 
mixture among four (4-inch) 
tart pans with removable 
bottoms. Press firmly onto 
bottom and sides of each pan.

Bake tart crusts and peanut 
mixture together 8 minutes. 
Cool on wire racks.

In medium microwavable 
bowl, microwave chocolate 
milk on high 45 seconds. 
Add chocolate; stir until 
completely melted and 
smooth. Set aside.

In large bowl, using electric 
mixer on medium speed, 
beat peanut butter, sweetened 
condensed milk, vanilla and 
remaining cinnamon until 
smooth. Add heavy cream; 
beat until soft peaks form. 
Spread in prepared tart crusts. 
Spread chocolate mixture 
over top.

Refrigerate at least 1 hour, 
or until ready to serve. Cut 
each tart in half. Sprinkle with 
toasted peanut crumble. 

Peppermint Bars
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 36

Brownies:
1  family-size package   
 fudge brownie mix

Peppermint Filling: 
5  cups confectioners’ sugar
14  tablespoons butter,  
 melted
2  tablespoons heavy cream
1  teaspoon McCormick 
 Pure Peppermint Extract
1/8  teaspoon 
McCormick  
 Food Color & Egg Dye,  
 Red 

Chocolate Glaze: 
12 ounces semi-sweet  
 baking chocolate,  
 coarsely chopped
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
 crushed peppermint  
 candies (optional) 

To make Brownies: Heat oven 
to 350 F. Prepare brownie 
mix according to package 
instructions. Spread on 
greased, foil-lined, 15-by-10-
by-1-inch baking pan.

Bake 15 minutes, or until 
toothpick inserted in center 
comes out almost clean. Cool 
in pan on wire rack.

To make Peppermint 
Filling: In large bowl, using 
electric mixer on medium 
speed, beat confectioners’ 
sugar, melted butter, cream, 
peppermint extract and food 
coloring until well blended 
and smooth. Spread evenly 
over cooled brownies. 
Refrigerate 30 minutes.

To make Chocolate Glaze: 
In large, microwavable bowl, 
microwave chocolate and 
butter on high 2 minutes, 
until butter is melted. Stir 
until chocolate is completely 
melted. Spread over top of 
chilled brownies. Sprinkle 
with crushed peppermint 
candies, if desired. Cut into 
bars.

Triple Chocolate 

Gingerbread

Peanut Butter 

Snickerdoodle 

Tart with 

Cinnamon 

Peanut CrustPeppermint Bars

Peppermint Crunch Popcorn
Prep time: 10 minutes
Servings: 16

6  cups plain popped popcorn
1  bag (12 ounces) candy-coated chocolate pieces
12  ounces white baking chocolate, chopped
1  teaspoon McCormick Pure Peppermint Extract
1  tablespoon red and green sprinkles

In large bowl, mix popcorn and candy-coated pieces. Line large, 
shallow baking pan with wax paper. Set aside.

Melt white chocolate according to package instructions. Stir 
in peppermint extract. Pour over popcorn mixture. Toss to coat 
evenly. Spread in single layer on prepared pan. Sprinkle evenly 
with red and green sprinkles.

Let chocolate cool and harden completely. Gently break into 
clusters. Package in cellophane bags with ribbons for holiday 
gifting.

Peppermint Crunch 
Popcorn

Triple Chocolate 
Gingerbread
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 50 minutes
Servings: 16

1  package (2-layer size)  
 chocolate cake mix
1  package (4-serving size)  
 chocolate instant  
 pudding mix
4  eggs
1  tablespoon McCormick  
 Ground Ginger
1  teaspoon McCormick  
 Ground Cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon McCormick  
 Ground Allspice
1/2  cup sour cream
1/2  cup vegetable oil
1/2  cup molasses
1/2  cup water
1  cup miniature chocolate 
 chips

 nonstick baking spray 
with flour
Heat oven to 350 F. In large 
bowl, using electric mixer 
on low speed, beat cake 
mix, pudding mix, eggs, 
ginger, cinnamon, allspice, 
sour cream, vegetable oil, 
molasses and water until 
moistened, scraping sides 
of bowl frequently. Beat on 
medium speed 2 minutes 
until well blended. Stir in 
chocolate chips.

Pour into 10-cup Bundt pan 
prepared with nonstick spray.

Bake 50 minutes, or until 
cake pulls away from sides 
of pan and springs back when 
touched lightly. Cool in pan 
15 minutes. Invert cake onto 
wire rack. Cool completely. 


